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TREATISE 


FOR NICATION, 


UPON 


1 Cor, VI. xviu. 


Flee Formcation. 


HESE Words are the Apoſtle Saint Paul's 
Exhorration to the Chriſtians of Corinsb, to a- 


void unlawful carnal Copulation, and have 
in them two things, 


'L A Sinto be avoided, and that is, myreia, Fornicd- 
tion. 
II. A Precept for the avoiding of that Sin, ew/77e, flee is. 


From whence we obſerve this point of Doctrine, That is 
is the Duty of «ll Men, bas efpecialh of all Chriſtians, to flee 


Farnication. 
_—_ which 1 purpoſe, with Gods Afſliſtance, to do 


[# ——- what the Sin is, which we are 10 fly. 

2. How it is that we are 10 fly that Sin. 

3- To preſent you with ſome Conſiderations by way of 
Motive to preſs on the flying of this Sin. 
. 4+ To preſcribe you ſome Direftions for the flying of 


A L1 


. 


2 A Treatiſe 


I. I begin with the firſt, What the Siz is, which the A- 
_ here exhorts to fly, and that is Fornication, . And 

ere before we define the Thing to be avoided, it may not 
be ami's to diſtinguiſh of the Name of the Sin which we 
are to avoid. 

There is a twofold Fornication, a Spiritual, and a Cor- 
poral Fornication. 

The firſt, Spiricual Fornication, St. Bernard defines thus, 
Spiritue, fornicatio eft, deſeFo Deo, adharere Dialglo, Spirt- 
tual Fornication, is a forlaking of God, and an adhering to 
the Devil. As they do that worſhip not the true God, 
but Stocks and Stones, Images of Wood and Stone, yea, 
or of Gold and Silver, or whatever other Materials: and 
in ſhort, it is the ſame with that, and all one with che Sin 
cf Iclatry. 

Hence 1t 1s ſaid of Feruſalem ( that 15, the People and 
Inhabitants of it ) in. Ferem. 3. 9. that through the 
lightnels of ber whoredont (he defiled the land, and commut- 
ted adultery with ſtocks and fienes ; that 1s, had worſhipped 
Images and Idols : in which ſenſe alſo we are to undei hand 
her playing of the barlot, ſpoken of, v. 6, 8. So in Exck. 
16. Thou baſt alſo taken the fair Fewels of my gold, and ﬀ, my 
felver, which I bad given thee, and madeſi to thy ſelf images 
of men, and did/t commit whoredom with them ; that is, thou 
didſt fall down and worſhip them, commit Idolatry with 
them: which doing is again called, opening of rhe feet, and 
committing fornication, and playing the whore and berlor, 
V. 25,26, 27, 28. &c. And fo when heathen Rome is cal- 
led the great whore, Rev. 17. 1. with who the Kings of the 
exrth have committed ſernication, v. 2. the meaning 1s, That 
it waSavery idolatrous City, a City very much given to 
the Worſhip of Heatheniſh Gods, Images and Idols ; and 
that from _ many other Kingdoms had been confirm- 
ed in their idolatrous courſes, if they had not alſo had 
ſomething of their Idolatry, falſe and ſuperſtirious Wor- 
ſhip propagated to them from thence. In this Notion | 
do not conceave this Word to be taken in the Text. Yet 
foraimuch as it is the Duty of Chriſtans, and of all Men; 
to flee this Fornication alto as wel! as the other, namely, 
that of the Body ; end being it lies ſo pat in my way, 1 
' will fpcak ſomewhat, though very hetle of what naught 
be, of this Fornication alſo, 

Now touching this, the Unlawfulnefs of it, and ſo ours, 
and all Mens neceſlity of ayoiding it, may appear or 
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the Scripture direGtly forbidding it, and commanding our 
abſtaining from it, or our avoiding of it. Such is that in 
Levit. 26. 1. Te ſhall make you no idols, nor graven image, 
neither rear you up 4 ſtanding image, neither ſhall you ſet 

any image of flone in your land, to bow down urto it. Suc 

again is that in Exod. 20. 45. Thou ſhalt not make uno 
thee any groven image, or any likene(s of any thing that is in 
beaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or thas it in the 
water under the earth. Thou ſais not bow down 1by ſelf to 
them, nor ſerve them. So that Gods People were to make 
no Idols, nor Images for themſelves co worſhip and 
-rVe. 

But what if they found ſuch things ready made to 
their hands, by others in the Countrey whither they were 
39 might they not then worſhip and ferve 
t ? 

No ſuch matter : There is a dire& Prohibition of this 
too, in Exod. 23. 24. Thou ſhalt not bow down to their Gods, 
(1.e. the Gods of the Amorites, Hittites, Periqzites, Ca- 
namites, Hivites, and Febufites, whole Land they were to 
come into, and take to themtelves in Poſſeflion ; to them 
they were not to bow down) nor ſerve them, nor do after 
therr works : but thou ſbalt utterly overthrow them, and quite 
breah down their images. Thus is {piritua! Fornication the 
Sin of Adultery, or the worſhipping of Idols, that is, Ima- 
ges of true or tuppoled Men or Gods; forbidden in the 
Old Teſtament. 

And accordingly in the New Teſtament we. meet with 
Prohibitioa of it, and Dehortation from it. So the A- 
poſtle Sr. Paul, 1 Cor. 10. 6, 7. having ſpoken of the 1/- 
reelites of o1d, and touched of their evil doings, and fut- 
ferings too for their doipg fo ill, in order, by the exam- 
ple of their Sufferings, to deter us from their doings ; 
theſe things ( ſaith he ) were our examples, to the intent we 


Should nos luſt after evil things, as they allo luſted, v. 6. he 


comes in, v« 7. to dehort particularly from Idolatry, and 
not to be followers of them in that Sin, leſt we ſhould 
follow them in their Sufferings for it ; Neisher be ye ids 
laters, 4s were ſome of them. And again in v. 14. Wherefore 
my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. And fo St. Jolm con- 
cludes his firſt Epiſtle with a warning againſt this ſpiri- 
tua] Fornication, Lizzle Children, ſaith he, keep your ſelves 
from idolr. Aman, 
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And in the ſteps of theſe Apoſtles of Chriſt 4id the 
Primitive Saints and Fathers of the Church walk. -Hencw 
Se, Cyprian, Quid te ad falſor Dror bumilias & inclinas ? 
Duid ante inept« fomulachra & figments terrenas captroun 
corpus incurvas ? Why doſt thou humble, and bow down 
thy ſelf unto falſe Gods > Why doſt thou bend thy captive 
body before fooliſh Images, andearthly figments? Relin- 
gue idols, bumanus error inoenit : A4 Dewn converte, 
quem ſi imploreveris, ſubvenit ; Leave the Idols which hu- 
man errour hath invented, and turn thy ſelf to God, 
who will affiſt thee, if rhou implore his aid for help. 
And fo St. Auſtin, Nulls image Det coli deber, nifs ills que 
boc eft & ipſe ; No Image, no not of God himſelf, ro be 
worſhipped, but that which is the ſame with himfelf, that 
is Jeſus Chriſt —_—_ 1 wr yg is op $g & may - 
267 us + Sins, the brightneſs of bis glory, xapartihe 
# uma ows was, the expreſs image of biy perſon , Heb. 


I. 7. , 

Thus both Scriptures and Fathers are _ commit- 
ting this Spiritual Fornication, which ſtands in the wor- 
Nupping of Idols and Images. They that are guilty of 
this kind of Idolatry, do with God, as Whores do with 
their Husbands, forſake him, and follow, and ſerve other 
Joves: they give the Glory of the Creatour to the Crea- 
ture, and worſhip and ſerve the Creature more than the Crea- 
tor, who is bleſſed for ever, Amen. This is z juſt cauſe and 
ſufficient reaſon for us to ſtand off from Communion with 

EE Eien ns 
Fornication, the worſhipp! mages 15 
to be a part of the Religion of that Church. And we 
may well look upon any follicitations with ſuch a Church, 
as on ſo many rements and Enticements to the com- 
+ —_—_ Fornication and Adultery. 

We great cauſe to bleſs God for his Mercy to us, 
in delivering us from an idolatrous Community, and con- 
_— in the Communion of a Society of pure Worſhp- 
persof God. As the Caſe ſtands with us in reſpeR of 
the Objet of our Worſhip, we have nothing proper 
to be adored b us, but what every body ac - 

eth to be worthy of all Adoration, that is, the © One” 

only true God; and the ever blefſed Son of God, who 
isone withthe Father, che Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

No Idols, no Images, no Pictures, are preſcribed, or 

propoled unto us, to worſhip, or bow down unto. hin 
t 
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thing of that ſpiritual Idolatry are we enjoyned as part 
of our Worſhip, or ſo much as invited ugto in our wor- 
ſhipping. All that is ſaid to us, is that which was faid 
unto us by the Angel unto St. Fobn, Rev. 22. Worſbip God, 
So that in this reipe&t the Members of our can 
worſhip God with a clear Conlicience, without ary re- 

et Mind, or riſing of Heart at what we worfhip, as 

re mult needs be in thoſe who are compelled to wor- 
ſhip that which they cannot but know is no God ; yea, is 
that which they nay cevile and ſpit upon, offer any Af- 
fronts and ' Indignation unto, without any ap ice at 
all unto themſelves. God give us Eyes to fee the great- 
neſs of his Mercy, and Hearts to value it according to the 
greatneſs of it. 

I ſhall give 1ome Conſiderations to perſwade all to flee 
this Idolatry, and to abſtaia from this kind of ſpiritual 
Fornication. 

Firſt, It is a Great Vanity: for it is a doing of ſervice 
to thar from which can come no good ; neither protectt- 
on from evil, nor acquiſition of good. For what is the 
Idol or Image that is worſhipped? A very nothing as to 
any thing oft Deity ſuppoſed to be in it. + know ( faith 
St. Paul ) that an Idol ts nothing in the world, 1 Cor. 8. 4. 
Now of nothing, what but nothing is it that can come? 
Hence that Sarcaim uled by the Lord to the Idols of Iſrael, 
Iſa.41.23, 24. Shew the things that are 10 come beresfier, 
that we may know that ye are gods : yea, do good or evil, that 
we may be diſmayed, and bebol4 it together. Behold, ye are 
of nothing, and your work; f nought. Lafantius gives three 
Accounts of the vanity of Idolatry, , 

1. The Idols that are worſhipped are the Images of 
dead men. Ef 4utem perverſum ( laich he ) & incongruzm, 
ut ſimulachrum bominis 4 ſinulachro Dei colatur : But ut 1s 
a perverle and unſeemly thing, that the Image of the 1i- 
ving God, ſhould worſhip the Image of a dead man. 

2. Thoſe ſacred Images ( imagines ſacr# quibus vaniſſi- 
m! homines ſerviunt, omni ſenſu carent, quoniam thrra ſunt ) 
Which thoſe vain men that worſhip Idols, do their ſervice 
to, are ſenleleſs things, as being nothing in the world 
but Earth. Duis autem non intelligat nefas efſe refflum animal 
cervari ut adoret terrem * And who can but think ita ri- 
diculous at leaſt, if not a very wicked thing, for a man 
that was made upright, to bow himſelf to worſhip earth ? 
which was therefore put under our Feet, ut calcanda 4 
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nobiz, non adorands fit ; to the intent we ſhould tread on it, 
and not be Worſhippers of it. 

3. Thoſe Spirits, the Devils, which are worſhipped and 
ſerved in the worſhipping and ſerving of Idols, are baſe 
abje& things, thrown down by God from Heavento Earth, 
and below that, even to Hell, and are both unable to do 
any thing of good for thoſe that ſerve them, becauſe the 
power of diſpoſing of all things in the World that are 
good, is Gods : So that as St. Fames faith, Every good and 
perfet gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father 
of lights, ( Jam. 1, 17.) and are willing to do them all the 
hurt they can, and to that end, murtiferis eos illecebris & 
erroribus perdemt , they work their undoing by drawing 
them into, and entangling them in deadly Errors, where- 
by they are led away from the ſeeking after the true 
God. Beſides, to thoſe that ſerve the true God in holi. 
neſs and righteouſneſs, thole Spirits are ſo bruiſed under 
their Feet, that they are ſubject to them, and not able to 
abide in any place or perſon, whence they will expel} 
them, as was evidenced by infinite of Inſtances in the 
primrive times, and even in times of late date. So that 
Ie 15 a great INCONrUUey, yea, a very vanity for a man to 
make himſelf a Vaſſal to that which God hath put in ſub- 
jeftion unto himſelf; and that fo for to worſhip an Image 
conſecrated it, which yer had beenano Image, had not 
himſelf made it one; and which when made, he may un- 
make again at his pleaſure, and in the mean time ule or 
abuſe as he pleaſes, without any Prejudice to himſe!f b 
any Indignity put upon it. So that from hence Idol. 
worſhip appears to be a yery great Vanity. But that'is 
not all. For, p 

Secondly, It is a great Impiety, a crimſon Sin, a Sin of a 
deep guilt, of a heinous nature, x«J* umwCmanr dpapre- 
as 4 waprin, a Sin exceeding finful. And that may diſ- 
ſuade from the commiſſion of it. He that conſiders it will 
be apt to ſay, when tempted to this ſpiritual Fornicati- 
on, what Foſeph faid when tempted by his Miſtreſs to 
carnal Fornication, How can I do this great evil, and fo fin 
azainſt God? The greatneſs of which Sin will appear In. 
theſe following accounts. 

r. It is a Work of the Fleſh, and ranked among the 
fouleſt of Sins, ſuch as Adultery, Fornication, Wncleanneſr, 
Laſctviouſaeſs, Witchcraft, Gal. 5. 19. if like its Compani- 
ons, 15 bad enough. of 
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2. It is made the meaſure whereby to judge of the fin- 
fulneſs of Rebellion, and ſtubbornneſs agaiaſt God ; and 
ſo muſt be a Sin as great as that is. And who but thinks 
that a Sin exceeding ſinful > For Rebellion ( faith' Samue! 
unto Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 23+ is 4s the fin of witchcaaft, and 
ftubbornneſs is as iniquity and idolatry, A clear evidence of 
its being a greater Sn. 

3. It is accounted Whoring, and that after Devils (Levir, 
17.7. ) and called by the name of #Tboredem, and Fornica- 
tion, and playing the barlet, as is ſhewed above, it is no leſs 
Sin than carnal Whoredom and Fornication. 

4. It is a Sin wherein is great unfaichfulneſs, and that 
with God. Hence it is ſaid of Iſrael in Pf. 78.57, 58. 
That they deals unſaithfully like their Fathers, that is, with 
God : For they provoked him 10 anger with their bigh places, 
and moved bim to jealouſy with their graven images, 

5. It is a hating of God. Hence in the ſecond Command- 
ment, thoſe that break that Commandment which is the 
dire Prohibition of Idol-worthip, are faid to hate God. 
For God viſits the iniquities of the Father unto the third gene- 
ration of them that bate me, that 1s, that repel and refuſe 
him, and worſhip Idols inſtead of him, To be anldolater 
15an horrible Sin, it 1s to hate God, that is, a Hater of him 
that 15 all Goodnels it felt. 

6. It is a robbing of God. For it is a giviag of Gods 
Honour unto that which - is not God ; he == Gods ho- 
nour away to an empty, earthly, dung-hill Deity, to a 
thing that is nothing. By all which, this Sin of Idolatty 
or {ſpiritual Fornication appears to be a great Sin. 

Thirdly, It is a great Abomunation unto God, an 4be- 
minable thing that be hates, Jer. 44. 4. Hence in St. Peter 
(1 Pet. 4.3.) we read of abeminable Idolaters. And in 
2 Chron, 15. $. of abominable Idols. The Image it elf is 
called Abomination unto the Lord, Dew. 27. 15. And to 1s 
he that chuſerh it for the Object of his Worſhip, [f. 41. 24. 
And very abominably is King Abab laid to have done in 
following idols, 1 King, 21.26. 

Laſtly, It is a thing abhorred by the Saints of God. Sha- 
drach, Meſbech, and Abednego would rather be caſt into a 
burning kery Furnace, than at the command of a King do 
worſhip to a golden Image, Dar. 3. 17,18. Yea, un P. 97. 
7.there is a ſevere Imprecation made by the Pſalmuſt a- 
gainſt the Servers of ſuch ſenleleſs Deities, Confaunded be 
all they that ſerve graven images, that baſk themſelves of 
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Tdols., Thus it was with the Saints under the Old Tefta- 
ment: And to tell how it was with the Saints under the 
New, were an endleſs Task. What was that that made 
all thoſe primitive Saints, whom we call Marrs, em- 
brace Prilons, Baniſhments, Famine, Whips, Scourges, 
Rackings, Burnings, and all che other Tortures and Puniſh- 
ments {o much talked of in Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory, bur an 
abhorrency of Idolatry > Would they but have been Idol 
and Image-worſhippers, they might have eſcaped thoſe 
Cruelries, and have lived in Wealth and Honour. And 
fhould we who believed what they believed, ever do 
that which they ſo abhorred, as that they would die any 
the cruellef Death in the World over and over rather 
than once do. O far be it from us eyer to do any ſuch 


ng. 

'T may add here the Puniſhments that ſpiritual Fornica- 
tors are hable unto ; fer itexcludes them from Commu- 
nion with the Church Militant and Triumphant, and ex- 
poſes them to temporal Deſtruction, and erernal Condem- 
nat1on. 

1. It huts out from Communion with the Church Mili- 
tant here on Earth. If a Chriftan became guilty of it, if 
he were an Idolater in the Apoſtles days, Chriſtians were 
to have no Communion with hzm, not to keep company with 
him, not ſo much as to cat with bim, but to avoid all Com- 
merce and Converſe, not only facred but civil, with him, 
x Cor. 5. 11. Neither were Chriſtians to joyn with Idola- 
ters in their Worſhip, but to come our from among them, 
and to be ſeparate: the Temple of God having no agreement 
with the Temple of Idols, 2 Cor. 16.17. Nor were Idola- 
ters to joyn with Chriſtians in their Worſhip (whilſt they 

Idolaters) but were to be without, not ſuffered 
to be in the holy City, the new Feru{alem, the Church 
of Chriſt on Earth, as Members of it, or Communicants 
in it. $0 the ſtate of that City or Church is deſcribed, 
Rev. 22. 15. For without are dogs, and ſorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and idolaters, and whoever loveth and maknth « lie. 
This ſpiritual Fornication k from coming into the 
Church, and turns out of it alſo ſuch as are in, are guil- 
ty of it; and therefore there is great reaſon for our a- 
voiding it. But further, it excludes froftn Communion 
with the Church Triumphant in Heaven. Idolaters are 
of thoſe ſorts of Sinners that ſhell nor inherit the Kingdom 
of God, x Cor. 6. 9. Gal. 5. 20, Eph. 5. 5. No Inheritance 
; in 
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in the Kingdom of Chriſt and of God for fpiritual Forni- 
cators, for Worſhi of Images and And who 
would make himſelt a Slave to a piece of painted or 

ven Earth, to loſe thereby a ſolid Inheritance in 

yen ” 

2. It expoſes to temporal Deſtruftion, and eternal Con- 
demnation., Firſt, ro temporal Deſtruction in this pre- 
ſent World. Thus Abey and all Iſrael was ruined by this 
fon, 2 Chron. 2 . They, the falſe Gods, the Idols of De- 
ma{cus, which idolatrous King did ferve, and facri- 
hce unto, they were the rutae of him and all Iſrael ; that is, 
he and all Iſrael were ruined, brought to deſtruction by, 
and for that Idolatry of his and theirs. Long betore thar, 
whilſt Iſrael was in the Wilderneſs, three or four and rwenty 
thouſand loſt their lives in one day about it, 1 Cor. 10. 7. 
Numb. 25. 9. and no marvel ; for before that, at the very * 
cime of the giving of the Law, there,js a direct menace 
of utter ruction to any one that ſhould be guilcy of 
this kind of Fornication. He that [acrificeth unto any God, 
fave unto the Lard only, he ſhall uiterly be deſtrojed, Exod. 
22, 20, 

But further, 1t renders liable to Eternal Condemnation 
in the World to come : It damns even to the Pit of Hell 
To prove thus, it were h to ſay, it ſhurs out of Hea- 
yen ; and if fo, then it wn needs thruſt down into Hell. 
For after this Life, dus ſuns loca, non et tertius allis, there 
are but two Receptacles for them, Heaven and Hell ; and 
there is no third place for any, at leaſt in Se. Auguſtine's 
J nt. Andas in Mat. 25. 31, &&'the whole race of 
Matkind at the day of Judgment, are caſt but into two 
forts, Sheep and Goars ; that is, Ele and Refrobates : 10 
no diſpofing of any, but into rwo Sorts and itions, 
Everlaſting Life, or Everlaſting Death ; the one whereof is 
the ſtate of thoſe in Heaven, che other of thofe in Hell. 
Sothat what ſhuts out of Heaven, ſhuts into Hell. Bur 
in Rev. 22. 8. it is expreſly ſaid, that Idolaters, with other 
like wicked Creatures, ſhall bawe their portion in ihe lake 
which burneth with fire and brimſione , which is the jecond 
death. Which what other can it mean, but that they ſhall 
be caſt into Hell, into thole regions of Darkneſs and Hor- 
rour, where is weeping, and wailing , and gnaſhing of 
Teeth ; where their Worm djeth not, and the Fire 15 not 
guenched. | 


In 
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In conſideration therefore of theſe things, let us ab. 
ſtain from all idolatrous Actions, and flee from all Adts of 
this ſpiritual Fornication. And as God 15 jealous of havi 
any of his Honour given to any but himlelt, to we m 
abſtain from all ap nce of every thing that may pro- 
yoke him to jealouly. Have we a care of hearkning to 
any that may ſeduce us, or of obeying any that may go 
- about to enrorce us to Idolatry, to be of that Religion, 

which alloweth of it at leaſt, it it do not command and 
enjoyn the worſhipping of Images. Tune may ſhew more 
need of ſuch an Exhortation, than at prelent ſome think 
there ſeems to be ; in the mean time, it ever ſuch occaſion 
be, remember I have warned you. 

Andthis is all, which by occaſion of the Text, I ſhall 
_ think good to ſpeak of this firit Notion, in which Forni- 

catiOn 15 ſomerirges taken and ſpoken of, namel y, Spirnual 
Fornication, or Li«latry, and the Waorſhipping of Lisls and 
Images. 
I now come to tpeak Fhoatadea in the ſecond No- 
tion of it, 4nd as it denotes that Sin which 15 allo called * 
Gorporal Fornication. 

Now in this Senie allo it is taken ſometimes more ſtrict. 

ly, and (ſometimes more /argely. 

| Inthe /tri& Notion of it, as it is called fumple Fornica- 
tion, lo it 15 defined to be concubitus (oluti cum (olutd, the 
lying together, or the carnal Copulacion of two tingle Per- 
fons out of the frate of Matrimony. 

Inthe large Notion of it, fo it is defined more genera]- 
ly to be humanas illacitus concubitus, the unlawtul Copula- 
£on of a man inany kind or reſpect. 

Hence Adultery, which is a diſtact Sin from Fornication, 
and ſo fee Gal. 5. 19. ( where the Apoltle reckoning up the 
Works of the Fleſh, begins with Adultery, Fornication, &c.) 
yet is {ometimes gnderſtood by the word Fornication. 
Whence our Saviour faith, Match. 5. 33. Whoſorver fha!l 
put awey bis Wife, (auing for the cauſe of Fornication,cauleth her 
ro commit Adultery ; where by Fornicacion, in probability, 5 
to be underſtood Alultery; and fo in Muith. 19. 9. 

Hence the word Forn:c2:ion is lometimes put to ſignfie 
the Sin of Inceſt, asin 1 Cor. 5. 1. [t is reported commonty, 
that there is Fornication among you, and (uch Fornication 45s 1s 
nor ſo much as nemed among the Gentiles. What is that > why 
the inceſtuous Marriage of a Son with the Wife of his Fa- 
ther ; that one ſbould have bis Fathers Wit-. a 

n 
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And ſo when the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Theſ. 4. 3. that it is 
the will of God that we ſhould abſtain from Formeation; it is 
evident by the oppoſing Sandification, that thereby is 
meant all Uncleannets in general. Suitably whereunto it 
is ſaid, v. 7. that God beth not called us wno uncleannefs, but 
unto holineſs : So that as by Sanfrfication in v. 3. we are to 
underſtand univer{al bolimeſs, to by Fornication in the for- 
mer Verſe we are to underſtand univerſal uncleanneſs, 

The Queſtion now is, in what Senſe the Word 15 to be 
taken in the Text, whether in the ſtricter, or larger accep- 
tation of it ; as it means ſimple Fornicazion, or any Ynclean- 
zeſs in general. 

And to that I anſwer, That according to hn er ot 
fron, the Apoſtle doth dire his Diſcourſe againlt fmple, 
or properly ſo called, Fornication ; and chat in that Senſe 
we are to underſtand it. 

Not as if the Apoſtle were not againſt all Acts of Un- 
cleanne(s, and had not as much mind to forbid them as 
this ; but becauſe, whereas other acts of Uncleannefs, as 
Adultery, Inceſt, Sodomy, and even Ra Were account- 
ed Sins by the Heathens themlelves, and unlawful; yet 
this ſimple Fornication, or the carnal Copulation-of two 
fingle perſons, was not looked upon by them as unlawtul, 
or any Sin; andeven the Chriſtians of thoſe times were by 
the Gnoſtick Hereticks, then rife in the Church, atrempred 
to be abuſed into the like apprehenſion of it. And this 
was the reaſon as Aquinss gives it, why Fornication was 
particularly forbidden the Gentiles in thar Canon framed 
by the Council of the Apoſtles affembled at Feruſalem, 
AR. 15. 29. becauſe the Gentiles did not think that to be 
any Sin. Fornicatio autem probibetur fpectalzter, quia Gemes 
aon reputabant cam eſſe peceatum. (2.4 103. 2. 4. ad j-} 
$0 that the Apoftle 1s to be under here, as if he 
laid, Such Cleannels and Holineſs ought to be in your 
Converſation, that ye ought to abſtain, not yo. = 
thoſe higher, and molt grols as of Uncleanneſs which ye 
do condemn, as Inceſt, Adultery, , &c. but even 
from that lower and moſt ſimple a& of it, which 1s known 
by the name of Fornication, and which ye do allow of. 
It isnot enough that ye be not inceſtuous Perſons, Sodo- 
miſts, Buggerers, or Adulterers, but ye muſt not ſo much 
. bag Fornicators, ye muſt flee this too, as well as 
tem. 


Now 
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Now tence will follow, that it Fornication the loweſt 
fort of ppanncth, cher wherein there was thought to be 
Sin, if that be avoided, if not ſo much as that 
be allowed to men, or indu to Chriſtians, then 
much leſs may any of the other Sins of a deeper guilt, 
gon of a more heinous nature, by dared to be commutted, 


muſt be utterly declined and from. 
So that the e Apo in requiring to flee Fornication, tho' 
in the ſtrift Senſe of the Word, hath ſpoken as tully and 
ncaly, as if he hadeither png required to flee 
every r Act of uncleannels, or had in general com- 
manded to flee and abſtain from them all. And thus we 
have ſhown what the Sin is which we are here by the 
Apoſtle required to flee, which was the firſt part of our 
Undertaking, 


IT. Proceed we now to the ſecond, which is to ſhow 
how it is that we are to flee this Sin. 

And to this I anſwer, That we are to flee it two ways; 
in Aion, and in Aﬀedion. ' 

Firſt, Weare to flee it in Aion ; that is, we are neither 
toadt it, nor any thing of it in our Bodies , but we are 
to preſerve our whole Bodies, and every Member of them 
pure and- chaſt, free from all defilement by any unclean- 
nels whatſoever ; not thinking it enough that we do not 
commit uncleanneſs wich our Bodies in the AR it ſelf of 
carnal Copulation, unleſs we do alſo abſtain from all fil- 
thy ating with any part of our Badies, as our Eyes, 
Tongues, Ears, or Hands. 

We muſt flee Fornication with our Eyes. We muſt have 
chaſt Eyes, no: fill our Eyes with Adultery, like thoſe 1n 
2 Pet. 2. 14. nor {0 much as look upon a Woman to luſt 4 
ber , Mat. 5. 28. rather plucking out our right Eyer, than 
being ſo far ſcandalized by rhem, as be brought by them 
to offend in this way. No rolling looks, no wanton glan- 
ces muſt be caſt out to entice unto Luſt. "7 

We muſt flee Fornication with our Torguer, abſtaining 
from all rempting of others to fin by any flatrering blan- 
diſhments , _—_ ſpeaking any oblcene , filthy, bawdy 
words. Sothe Apolltle charges the Epheſians, chap. 5. v. 3» 
& 4+ Fornication, and all other uncleanne(s,, or couetou[neſt, 
( that is, of aRing inordinate Luſts ) let it nor once be named 
among you &5 becometh $zints ; Neither filthjne(s, nor fooliſh 
relking, nor jeſting. Obſcene ſpeech, bawdy talk, _ 

| ome 
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> ſome uſe by way of jeſt to move Laughter with; theſe by 

- the Apoſiles Rule, are things that do not become Saiats; and 
ſo are a kind of Fornication, one degree of it which Chri- 
ſhans are to flv. 

We muſt flee Fornication with our Ears alſo. We 
muſt not hearken and give ear to orhers that would rempt 
us to uncleanneſs ; not fo much as hear them any ſuch 
thing, but turn away our Ears from, and be deaf unto any 
ſuch motion. We muſt nor rake any delight ro hear the 
obſcene, filthy, bawdy, wanton Words and Songs of ochers, 

which the Coals of Luſt are kindled in rhe Mind, and 

the Body, as it were, blown up into a flame of unchaſt 
defires. In this as well as in other Caſes, we ought ro 
have regard to that Premomrion of our Saviours in Mark 
4+ 24- Take bred what you bear. 

And as we are tofly it with our Ears, ſo with our Hands. 
We muſt aR nothing of Unchaſtiry with chem, bur muſt 
abſtain from all filthy application of them to the Member 
of any other, and from making any ffthy ſigns by chem, 
of any unclean Defrres in our ſelves, or unclean Dreds we 
would have ated by others. As our Hind; mull not br de- 
filed with Blood, fo nenher our Fingers with Iniquity, If. 59. 

 3- Burif our right hand ſhall (candalize us in this way, we 
are rather to cur it off, and caſt it from us, than be brought 
ſo to.offend by it, Mat. 5. 30 Tna word, in every Mem- 
ber, and in every Geſture whereby we may a&, or allure, 
of incice, or any way ſtir up and inflame Concupiſcence, 
we are to obſerve Chaſtiry, and to a& ſuch Morrification 
wy our Members, that our whole Body as well as our Sox! 
Spirit, may be perſerved blameleſs, kepr pure and ſpor- 
leſs from all Ad oy And a 1s as firſt way ww 
in we are to flee Fornication, viz. in Aion. 

—_— We are to flee 1t in Aﬀettion. As we are not 
to att ir, ſo we are not ſo much as ro affe& it. They that art 
aſter the Spirit,” muſt not mind the things of the Fleſh, Rom. 8, 
$, 6. They that have rightly learned Chrift, muſt nor give 
themſelves over unro laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs, 
Eph. 4.19, 20+ Thoſe Membirs of oars which are wor 
the earth, uncleanneſs, inordinate affiftion, evil concupiſtence, 
and covetouſneſs, or greedy defire after unnarural or unlaw- 
ful Enjoymenrs; that is, thoſe.carthly Afﬀe&ions of ours 
uno theſe things ( ſuch as are in carthly-minded men, 
who mind nothing of Heaven, bur like bruic Beaſts, have 
their minds all on Earth, and fer cheir Aﬀehwuns orly ©4 


caithily 
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earthly things, earthly Enjoyments, earthly, bruiriſh, car- 
nal —_— whereby we are incired, ſt:rred up, and 
provoked to filchy attings, theſe are to be mortified, Col, 3, 
$- tO be ſubdued, and brought under, and nor ſuffered 
to reign in our mortal bodies, fo as that we ſhould obry them 
i the luſts thereof, and 1n obedience therero yield our members 
ſervants to uncleauntſs, Rom. 6, 12, 19, Bur as being Strangers 
and Pilgrims in this World, we muſt abſtain from fleſhl 
Luſts, 1 Pet. 2. 11. yea, as being Chrifts, that is, Chriſh- 
ans, Members of Chriſt, we muſt cracifie the filb, with its 
affeflions an4 laſts, Gal. 5. 24 In this not /fo much as 
thought 1s free, nor detire lawful, but every unclean af- 
feftion 15 ſinful, which therefore is to be abhorred, de- 
teſted, and avoided by us. | 

And this is the ſecond way wherein we are to flee For- 
nication, viz, as 10 Aftion, fo in Aﬀection. Anfl this 1s alf 
T ſhall ſay concerning the ſecond part of our Undertaking, 
How we are to fly this Sin. = 


ItI.. We now proceed ts the third, where we are to 
preſent you with ſome Conſiderations, preſſing you an by way of 
Motive to fl; this Sin of Fornication. . 

An the fir(t is, The fin{ulneſs of it. That any thing is a 
Sin, is Motive enough to diflwade from the ating of it , 
how delightful, or how gainful ſoever otherwiſe it might 
be. The leaſt of Sins is not to be commirred for the ob- 
raining of the greateſt Goods 3; for even of thoſe who ſay, 
Lt us do evil that good may come thereof, the Apoſile ells us, 
that their damnatoin is juſt, And the more Aggravations 
that any Sin is capable of, ſtill more reaſon there 15 to ab- 
flain from the commiſſion of ir, The greater Sin brings 
upon the Sinner the greater guilr, that is an obligarion unto 
the greater Puniſhment. $0 that whereas ſome Offenders 
{hall be beaten but with few ſtripes, others ſhall be bearen 
with many. SP 

Now Fornication taken in the ſimpleſt Senſe of it, 1s 
Sin, and thar a great one : A Sin ir 1s, for it che Tran{- 
grefſion of Gods Law, as being ſpecially forbidden, nor on- 
|; by our Apoſile in this Text, bur allo by a whole Council 
of the Apoilles aſſembled and afing by Divine Authority 
ar Jeruſalem, At. 15. 29. And fo, 1 Theſſ. 4. 3 This us the 
will of God, tvint your ſanflification, that ye ſhould abſtain 
from Fornication : Yea, and the Law of Man too it 15a Sin 
lor thereby ut is ſirily forbidden to be comgitted, and 

thete« 
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thereby Puniſhment is ordained for, and inflied upon the 
Commurrers of ir, fo that ir is a Sin; and a great Sw it 
r00, 25 being chargeable with many Aggravations. 

As firſt, 1tis an ating againſt righr Reaſon: ſo Aquinas, 
Fornicatio dicitur «fſe peccatum in quantion oft contra vationem 
riffam, Then Reaſon 15 right when 1c as according to the 
Will of God, which i the firſt Law, and higheſt Rule, 
Inaſmuch therefore as the Will of God is our Sandification, 
and our abſtaining from Fornication, therefore this Sin is a 

Sin againſt right Reaſon, which in conformity to the Will 
of God diftares the quite contrary hereunro,/ So that it 
ſeems no man commirs this Sin, who hath nor firſt de- 
bauched his Reaſon, and fo far rurned himſelf into a beaſt, 
or worſe, 

Secondly, It 15 an aGiing againſt Charity: maſmuch as 
thar due care which ought ro be raken for the Iflue of the 
begorren, 15 not atrended unto, the (arisfa&on of a preſent 
Luft, nor the Propagation of a furure holy Race, being the 
thing intended therein, Whence {© many baſe-gor Chil- 
dren are ether murder'd as ſoon as born, or neglected, or 
ſtarved no long, aſter their Birch, and commonly ſmally 
cared for all rheir life, as ro either Education or Mainre-" 
nance, prefent Inſtruction, or future Salvaron. Whence 
the Schools determine Fornication to be no leſs than a 
morral Sin. Fornicatio ſimplex, cum contre bonum educinde 
prolu fit, illicita eft, ut ttiam ſit lethale crimen; (0 Aquin. 
25, q- 154- conclaſ. 39 And our Church praying in her Lt- 
tany to be delivered from Fornication, and all other deadly 
Sin, intimares Formcation in her account to be alſo a dead- 
ly Sin. And by the Canon-Law the like Penance was im- 
poted upon the Commarrers of this Sin, as was upon thoſe 
that were guilry of Perjury, Adultery, Murder, and other 
like deadly Sins. [ ib. 7 

And as againſt human Charity, fo alſo it 1: a Sin againſt 
Chniſtian Purity z as being contrary to that Purity that was 
exemplified in the Life of Chriſt, and contrary to that Pu- 
rity that 1s 1n the Law of Chniſt; contrary tos char Pu- 
rity that in obedience to the Law, and in conformity to 
the Life of Chrift, ſhould be prafiifed by all that are Chri- 
fans. Chriſt himſelf lived a life of exa& Purity, never 
guilty of the leaſt Inchaſtity in AR, m Geſture, in Word, 
in Thought, And his Will «s owr Sandlification, that we 
ſhould abſtain from Fornication, and poſſeſs our veſſel, that if, 
our Body, is ſanflification and honear, ne 17 be laff of conc: + 

pcince, 
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Piſcence,cven as the Gentiles which bnow not God, r The. g.3,4, 
$ , And that we may know his Will, bu grace that bringeth 
Salvation to all min, bath apprartd, teaching us, that denying 
wagodlineſs, and worldly laſts, we (hould live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent World, Tit. 2. 11,42. So that 
by the Goſpel we are called ro be * Saints, that is, holy 
Perſons. And we are initiated into our Chriſhaniry by a 
purifying Sacrament, the holy Sacrament of Bapriſm, where 
by the ourward cleanſing of our Bodies from their Filth by 
Watcr at their Birth, or entrance into Chriſtwniry, 15 fig- 
nified what Purity there ought to be in all our Jives, where- 


of there 1s a beginning alſo wrought inwardly in us by the 


ward Ordinance for the raking away of rhe our Na- 
ture, and the enduing us with inherent Holineſs: Whence 
that Sacrament 1s called, not only the waſbing of regenerati- 
on, but alſo the rnewing of the Holy Gboſt, and rhe ſanZifi- 
cation of the Spirit, Tit. 3.5. 8 Pet. 1. 2. pon, 
as be which hath called us is boly, fo it 1s our dury to be boly 
un all mann'y of converſation, x Pet. r. 15. To cltanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 2 Cor.|7. 1. to bate 
every gayment (þotted by the fleſh, Jude 23+ and not ( having 
eſcaped the corruption and pollution that is vn the world through 
luſt ) ro be again intengled therein, and overcome, 2 Per. 1. 4. 
and 2. 20. The divine power bath gizen wnto 14 all things that 
anprrt ain unto life and godline(s, through the bnowledge of bim 
that bath called us to glory and vertue, whereby! are given unto 
rs exceeding precious promiſes, that by theſe we might be parts- 
brrg of the divine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 3,4+ Now what can be 
more contrary to this Purity, than this beaſtly + Sin, which 
1s ſo far from Purity, that it is the dire& contrary cherero, 
and called by rhe name of corruption, wncleatneſs, pollution, 
filthineſs, the luſt of uncleanneſs, ungodly luſt, « ſpotting, and 
diffling thing. And what indeed 15 in the whole ſtory and 
buſineſFof ir, bur naſtineſs and beaſtlineſs, filrhineſs and 
vwnicleanneſs, not ro be ſeen by Chriſtian Eye, nor to be 
ſpoken by Chriſtian Mourhs, not ro be heard by Chriſhan 
Ears: Whence the Apoſtle would not bave it once named 
among S4ints, and faith, it « a ſbame even to ſprak of theſe 
things, Eph. 5+ 3, 12. | 


lanaifying Grace of Gods Spirit — the our- 
filr 


* Rom. 1.7. + 2 Ptt. 4. 2+ 19, 20, Rom 6. 19. 
2a Cor, 7.1. Fad. 8. 13, 23+ 1 Thef. 4. 7. 
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And thirdly, It is a Sin againft all che Perſons in the ſa- 
cred Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

z. Againſt the Father, 3n that it 1s a diſhonouring of his 
Creatine; abuſing that ro vilene(s, and baſcneſs, and bruic- 
iſhneſs, which he made for himſclf, and for his own Ho- 
nour and Glory. Whence the Apoille tells us above, v. 13; 
that the. Body 1s not for Fornic ation, bat jor the Lord : and he- 
low, v+ 20. bids that we ſhould glorifie God in our Body, as 
being char which is bis upon a double righc 3 firſt of Cre#- 
rion, and afrer of ap=" wn and therefore 1s only ro be 

in all Purity, and not to be 4- 

buſed according to our Luſt in any Uacleanneſs. 
,. 2. Againſt the Son : for it is a Diſhonguring, and a de- 
filing of a Member of kim, even fo far as to make it a 
Member of a Harlot. Know ye nat, fays our Apoflile, v. 
15. that your bodies are the members of Chriſt ? Shall I thin 
take the members of Chriſt, and make them members of an 
Harlot ? God forbid, As by Marnage the ewo Parties be- 
come one in Body, ſo by Religion, which imports a holy 
rye of a Chriſtian unto Chriſt, Chriſt and the Chriſtian 
become one. in .Spirir, there 15 a ſpiritual Union berwixt 
them, as a civil Union herwixt married couples. Bur ther 

ornicarion is the breaking of this Union 3; tor by a mans 
zoyning himſelf ro another, to a Harlor, he becomes 
body wich, a Whore, which is a high diſloyalry again 
Chriſt, and a breaking off from Union with Chriſt, a for- 
faking of him to follow after, and >< joyned with a Whore, 
which 1s a ſtrong Argument again this Sin ; Moments quis 
Chriflo (acrata ſunt menbra tua, nos Hhiceantar mumbris mive- 
tricss, Chryſoſt. Oremember that your Memvers are con- 
ſecrated unco Chriſt, and chat 1s reaſon enough why you 
ſhould not commir Fornicarion, inaſmuch as that "tis the 
making of your Members to beconie che Members of ant 
Harlot or Whore. | | 

3- Agaioſt the Holy Ghoſt : For it is a dilhonouring and 
a defiling of his Temple, and a rurning ic inro a Stye, or ra- 
ther a Den of Unclcannefs. What, fays the Apoſtle here 
Y-19. bnow you not that your body is the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt which is in you. So thar tis defiling of the Body, 
is the defiling of the Temple of the Hol: Ghoſt, and io 2 
doing of deſpice unto that Spirit of race, a forcing him 
with our naſtine(s to forfake his HatMication, which 1 alſo 


2 ſure way to bring on our Deſtruction, For, ſays our A- 
B poſite, 
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poſtle, 1 Cor. 3. 15, 197. Know ye not that ye ave the Temple 
of Gol, and that the Syivit cf Goa 4welltth in! you ? If af 
man dfile the Temple of God, him (aall God diftiroy : for the 
Temple of God is holy, which Temple are ye. Now this Conſi- 
deration raiſes up this Sin ro fo <xceeding an height of fin- 
fulneſs, as that it ſeems nar needſul ro ads any thing more 
to ſhew the ſinfulneſs of it : And yer more may be (aid to 
ſhew ir. 

Fort ic is a Sin againſt a mans own Body, an abuſing of a 
mans ſelf, a doing a DiSonour, and Deſpite to their own bo- 
dies, Rom. 1. 24, Andour Apoſtle argues by | way of Mo. 
tive to difſwade from this Sin 1n the following members of 
the Text: Flee Forzication. Every Sin that 4 man doth, js 
witheut the Body : bat be that committeth Formeation, fonneth 
againſt bis own body, The meaning 1s, That whereas moſt 
orher Sins are againſt orhers, God or our Neighbour, this 
15 a Sin againſt a man's own (elf, whereby he defiles that 
part of himſelf into filthy abuſe, which was |anRified by 
God roan uſe of holineſs, even to be the Temple of his 
moſt holy Spirit, Ir is a rob"ing of a man's ſelf of fo great 
an Honour, and fo great an Happineſs, as to have his _ 
to be the Temple of Gods Spirit ; than which, what worſe 
Diſcourteſy, what greater Miſchief can a man do unto 
himſelf? , 

And not only againſt himſelf, but it is a Sin alſo againſt 
the body of Another, the Body of her with whom Fornica- 
tion 15 commirted, as well as his own Body : | It is a dog 
to her as much miſcluef as ro himſelf, bringing as great a 
Sin upon her, and involving her into as great a ſhare 
of Puniſhment as himſelf. For this if a Sin that can- 
not be commirred by one; there muſt ever be rwo at ir, 
A man may commit Murder or Thieft alone; he may for- 
ſwear and lye alone 3 he may glutronize, and be drunken 
himſelf alone, but he cannot play the Fornicator alone by 
himſelf, he muſt have a Parrner with him in his Sin, where- 
by he doubles his Sin 3 as being guilty not only of his own 
aQ, bur others alſo, whom he rempted ro the conſenting 
to him in the ating of tha: filthineſs, which is a great ag- 
gravarion to the finſulneſs of it, And yer neither 1s thu 


. For, | 

[n the next place, ir is a Sin committed againſt clear light 

and knowledge, and ſo cannot but be againſt Conſcience, 

For the Scriprure hath clear and plain Prohibitions and De- 

horcations from it, and Denunciations, or Threatnings F- 
ga! 
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gainſt the Commirters of it 3 which none can be ignorant 
of, that knows any thing of the Scriptures of God. Pro- 
hibicions 2nd Dehorrarions we have mentioned before; and 
ſuch is this in my Text, Fl!e Fornication : Such is that in 
Att. 15. 29. where abſtaining from Fornication is made a ne- 
ceſſary Injun&ion upon all rhar would be Chrifttans. Such 
again) thar in 1 Theſſ; g. 3. where it is declared to be the will 
of God, that we ſhould abſtain from Fornicatuon. 

And for Denunciarions or Threatnings, they are plain, and 
clear, and full : Such 1s that of the Apoſtle, X-5. 13. 4. 
Whoremongers and Adilterers God will judgre. Such that of 
his again in Eph. $. 5. No Whoremong'y, nor unclean Priſon 
bath any inheritance un the Kingdom of Chrift, an4 of God, 
So v. 6 For theſe things tometh the wrath of God upon the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedi-nce. And to name no more, fuch if thac 
Rev. 21. 8. where Whoremongers are of thar number char 
ſhall have their part in the Labe which burneth with Fire and 
Brimftont, which i the ſecond Death. 

Are not theſe clear and plain Prohibitions and Denunci. 
ations ? And do theſe he fair and clear in our Books ro read ? 
And are they nor frequently read in our Churches, and pub- 
liſhed in our Congregations ? Who then can plead 1gno» 
rance of them, anlels ir be ro excuſe one Sin with anorher , 
which nothing mirigares the fault, bur rather greatens the 
guilt ? So that this muſt needs be acknowledged a very 
great Sin, which is commitrred againſt fo many, to clear, io 
known Declarations of the Will of God againft ir, and De- 
nunciarions of the Wrath of God againſt the Commucrers 
of it. And vet neither 15 this all. For, 

Laſtly, The Conſiderations of the Puniſhmenrs threarned, 
and afſuredly intli&ted, unleſs prevented by a timely repent 


ing, do as it were with a beam of the Sun, point our unto, 


declare and difplay rhe grearneſs of the Chime, the black- 
neſs of the Sin. Great Puntſhmenrs are o-dained for grear 
Sins ; ſo thar inthe greatneſs of the Puniſhment denounced, 

we may read the grearneis of the Sin commirred 
Now what 1s the Puniſhment denounced agaunft this Sin ? 
Why, firſt in general, the Judgment of God ; That God 
wil judge the Commirrers of it, Heb. 13. 4,, Which, tow 
far that may exrend, God knows ; being thar remporal and 
erernal Judgments, all Curſes and Plagues borh in this Inte, 
and 1n the life ( or rather dearh-) char 1s ro come, may lic 

folded within the arims of its Comprehenfion. 
B 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, Excommunication out of the Charch Mill. 
rant. With 2: Forucz'w Chrittans are not to tat, nor fo 
much as the erdmaery food of the Body, much lek the $a- 
cramenral Food of our Souls; no, not fo much! as brip com- 
pamy with hin, 3 Cor. 5,10. I krow nor what ſome may 
think of this, Hurt ture 1n che Friminive Times it was ac- 
counted a heavy Punifhment ; miomuch that they upon 
whom 1t fell, were reckoned of as Perions diliverrd ap wi- 
to Satan, 1 Cor. 5.5. As indeed he mu ueeds be pur un- 
der the Duminiou of Saran, who 1s expelied the Kingdom 
of Chriit. | 

Thirdly, Excluſion out of the Church |Triumphane. 
Niithiy Fornicators, nor Adulterers, nor effeminate Perſons, nor 
Abuſer: of themſelves with Mankind, are admitred ro un Inhe- 
ricance 1n Heaven ; ſuch 'ris experſ]v ſaid hall not inherit the 
Kin; dom of God, 1 Cor. $. 9, 16, And (v again, Eb. 5. $ 
No Whoremang er, nor unclean*Prrſun, nor couetous Man (which 
Expreſhion relates to matters of Uacleanne(s |) bath any in- 
bent znct in the Kigdom of God. 

Fourrhly, Condemnarion unto the Torments of Hell. 
Wrhoremongirs, among the reſt of theſe wicked ones, arc 
threatned to have their part in the Lake which burneth with 
Fire and Brimſtone, Rev. 21.8. 

All which laid rogerher, do ſhew the Puniſhment de- 
nourced againſt Fornicarors, to be a very grievous Puniſh- 
ment ; and that is Proof abundantly enough, that the Sin 
that is threatned with that Puniſhment, is 4 very grievous 
Sin, a heinous Offence, a Sin that is exceeding finful. And 
tho' we may flatter our (elves with a hope of eſcaping 
for lefler Sins, and fo out of that hope venture rhe more 
boldly upon the commiſſion of them ; yer for ſuch grand 
Offences, morral Sins, deadly Crimes as this, we cannct 
but be hugely afraid of ſuffering the deſcrved Puniſhment, 
And therefore this may be one weighty Contiderarion 
preſs on by way of Monve to abſtain from/chis Sin, and to 


flee Fornication., 
A ſecond may be the ſhamefulneſs of it, Things that 
are honef}, pure, 2nd lovely, and of gogd vermu- 


ous, and praiſc-worthy, thoſe are things for Chriſtians to 
think of, to have. their Minds and Hearrs upon 3 ( Philo 4 
8. ) But things of diſhoneſty, rhings that are ſhatneful, and 
of evil report, theſe Chriſtians ſhould with the 


care that cag be, avoid. And indeed if we conſider this 
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Sin of Fornicarion in every Circumftance of it, it is a very 
ſhameful Sin. 

1. The Adors of it are aſhamed ro be ſcen in ir,and rhere- 
fore chuſe darkneſs and fecrecy ro at win: In the twi- 
light, in the evening, in the black and dark night, as the 
Wiſe Man obſerved, Prov. 7. 9. Whence this, and the like 
Sins are called the Works of darkneſs, Eph. 5. 31, done in 
ſecret, in private and cloſe Chambers ; ( whence Chamber- 
ing and wantonniſs go well rogether, Roy. 13. 12.) orother 
places of convemency for privacy and ſecrecy, as furtheſt 
removed from Obſervarion and Diſcovery : which, why 
need ir be, if 1 were a thing of honeſty, 1f it were nota 
ſhameful ching. 

2. The Parts and Members of the Body wherevirh the 
Sn is a&ed, are things which were a Shame to (ce or name. 
Whenee the Greths call them di: and the Latins, pu- 
dinda, ſhameful things ; rhings which People that have any 
thing of Modeſty 1n them, are aſhamed to lcok upon. 
Shem and Faphet, when the Father fo lay, that his -nab-d- 
neſs appeared, rook a Garmenir, and laid it upon both their 
Shoulders, and wenr backward, and covered ir, withour 
feeing of ir; and for that Mcdefty of theirs gor their Fa- 
ther's Bling 3 whenas Cham for his Immodefty, lookin 
u it, had his Father's Cur/e, Gen- 9. 22, &c. The Fal 
Fr firſt Parents ine Sin, was nor ſo great as to rake 
away from them all Shame : But as ſoon as they perceived 
rhemſelves naked, they had ſo much remains of Modeſty 
lefr them, as to make themſelves Aprons, tho' bur of Fig- 
leaves, ' to cover themſelves withal, Gen. 2. 5, which God 
himſelf did afrer change mto a berrer covering of Coars 
made of Skins, v. 21- God would nor have an Altar 
with ſteps made up ror, Teſt that aicent ſhould be ar occa- 
fon of diſcovering of the nabedneſs of ſuch as ſhould (a- 
crifice thereon, Gen. 20. 25, and gave ſpecial order, thac 
for prevention of the fike diſcovery in che Priefts, they 
ſhould have linen Breeches made them, reaching down om 
the leins to the thighs, Exod. 28. 42. Hence ( by way of 
aluffon ) Raiment 15 counſelled ro be bought by the Angel 
of the Church of the Laodiceans, that the Shame of bis 
nabraneſs might not appear, Rev. 3-19, and he is pronounced 
bleed, that watchety and brepeth his Garments, leſt be walk 
naked, and they ſer bis Shame, Rev. 15. 15. : Throughout the 
whole Scripture thoſe Parrs are never found mentioned by 
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name, bur by ſome other modeſt way of Expreſſion. Nei. 
ther amongſt the Hearhens would the People of Modeſty 
have any of thoſe words in their Mouths : The more ſhame 
for thoſe Chriſtians, whoſe delight it 1s, upon every occa- 
ſion, ro mouth them in moſt uimmodeſt ſort, Of theſe 
People may ir be truly ſaid, what St. Paul ſpoke of fome 
in his rimes, That they glory in their ſhame, Phil, 3. 19. or as 
Sr. Jude expreſieth it , they foam out their own Shame , 
V. 13- 

3. The AR it ſelf, wherein this Sin 1s commurred, is fo 
ſhameful, as that ir cannor be mentioned 1n greateſt priva. 
cy withour Shame ; and therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it 
as a thing not ro be named among Saints, Eph. 5. 3: and faith, 
It is 4 (hiv to fþrak of thaſe things, v. 12. And well he might, 
a+ being a th.ng ficter for Bruits, as Dogs and Bitches, eo 
delight 1n, rather than for Men. Whence * St. Hicroms 
ca'ls rhe a&s of Formcanon, Caninas Nuptias, the nuptial 
Weddings or Mzrriages of Dogs. And being a thing much 
dehghred in by rhe Devil himſelf, ſo far as not only ro make 
ic a part of his Scrvice, ( in the performances whereof 
ſtood much of the Myſteries of his Worſhip ) bur alſo © 
practiſe himie), rogerher with Men and Women, 1n aſs 
jumed human Shapes and Bodies, as 1s ordinary among 
Witches. 

And if rhe AS ir (elf cannot be named withour Shame, 
how ibameful muſt we needs think the commuſſon of it ? 
How can not only their Faces outwardly, but their Hearts 
inwardly Lurn and glow within them, whilſt they are ating 
fo ſhamefal a thing ; a thing char can neicher be teen, nor 
(poken, nor heard by others, who are no way guilty of it, 
without bluſhing at 17, : : 

4 The temporal Puruſhment conſequent to this AQ, 
+ ſhameful Puniſhment. Among the Gricians in many pla» 
ces of Greece, as Camerartizes obſerves, the Pumiſhment for 
Fornicators was, That the Fornicator ſhould have his Beard 
chopt off with a keen Ax, and fo ro be ſent away, which 
to him was a Mark of Infamy. Amongſt us the Puniſh» 
ment is for Offenders in chat kind, to (rand in the places 
of moſt publick notice ( the Church during Divine Ser- 


, vice, or ſome Narket-Town in the cime of chrongeic con- 
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courſe of People ) with a white Sheet upon them, to be a 
publick Spectacle for all People to behold, and gaze upon, 
and fo to be the Town or Countrys talk, that I fay 
not their Scoffs and Scorns ; 2a thing greatly ſhameful to 
thoſe that have any remains 1n them either of Grace, or 
good Nature. 

Now all theſe things laid together, the ſhamefulneſs of 
this Sin appears to be very great ; and the conſideration of 
that, may be one other weighty Motive to abſtain from 
the Commiſſion of it, and to flee Fornication. 

A third may be the Toileſonne(r of it. Chriſtians are cal- 
led to Liberty and Freedom ; and the greateſt Liberty in 
the World confiſts in Vertue and Piery : For the more ver- 
tuous and pious, the more free from Sin and Wickednefs ; 
to be Servant to which, is the greateſt Slavery in the 
World: no Tyranny like to that where Sin reigns. Bur 
as all Sin in 6 is tyraanous, and fo the ſerving of ir 
Slavery ; fo all Luſt in particular is very tyrannical, and 
the ſerving of it very drudgery : The Slave to that Ty- 
rant is never at reſt, no noe ſo much as in the Nighe, 
when other Slaves, tired wich the Toil of the foreraſſed 
day, take their eaſe. And therefore when the Apoftle 
ſaith, Flee Fornication, * St. Ambroſe tells us he laid it, #r 
veloci fuga tanquam furio(a domine declinare (avitiam, 0 
texro extio exire foſſemus ; that we might be moved there- 
by to do our endeavour by a ſwift flight to avoid the 
Cruelty of a raging Tyranneſs, as it were, and get out 
of a moſt baſe Service : Sad is the Toil, heavy is the 
Drudgery of a Slaveto this Luſt, Sevus criminum ſtimulus, 
libido eſt, que nunquam quietum patitur affeF1m ; Luſt, the 
Luſt of uncleannels, is a cruel ſtinger on unto Wicked- 
neſs, it never lets the Aﬀection be ut quiet. Note fer» 
vet, die anhelat, & negotio abducit ; as he goes on ; it burns 
inthe Night, and pants in the "Day, it awakes trom leep, 
and takes off from buſineſs ; gives no reſt to its Slave, bur 
_ inflames with enjoyment, and becomes more raging 
y ule, 

How doth it buſie the Herd with thouſands of thoughts 
about the obtaining of its defire? What Plots, what Contri 
vances, what Arts, what Stratagems, what Tricks, what 
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Policies, what Ways, what Means doth it deviſe and 
frame for the compaſſing of its end ? Eating, drinking, reſt. 
ing, waking, fleeping, ſtill the mind is- kept in ation 
with muling and meditating, pondering and ſtudying 
how to be made Maſter'of its ſo longed-tor Wiſh. How 
doth it fill the Hears with Crouds of Cares to put'its Pro- 
jects into practice, and with throngs of Fears of Diſap- 
p—_—_ in irs Dehgns, and mulritudes of Fealowfier of 


ng defeazed by any other colinterplotring Compett- 


QT. 

What Watchings muſt there be of the Inamorates for © 
portunity to open their minds, and diſcover their Paſſt- 
ons ? What ſolliciting, courting Complements with the 
Paramour to woo and win her to a Compliance with them 
in their Defires? What promiſing, what vowing, what 
ſwearing of love to the attempted Miſtreſs, when there is 
no more of Love in them to her, but a bruitiſh, unruly, 
longing Defire to latishe their Luſt only ? | 

What a waiting muſt there be > What attendance muſt 
many times be given before their Suit can have its accom- 
pliſhment, if they have to do with a Perſon that is Py 
and coy, or covyetous and conning ; who for pleaſing of 
her humour, or for the advancing of her gain, will exer- 
Cile them with a thouland delays, and keep them in hand 
with variety of Shifts and Purt-offs, as tedious and weart- 
ſom as thoſe meet withall that go to Law ; this R_ 
or that Morning ; this Afternoon, or that Midnight mu 

waited for, and attended on, and over and over, and 
all ro no purpoſe through ſome accidental or contrived d1f- 
appointment. | 
O, who is able to endure fuch Drudgery as this ! One 
ſeeing a Harlot going in her Gaiety to the Theatre, wept 
to think what pains the Wicked took to go to Hell, where- 
25 himſelf took not near that pains to get to Heaven. 
Were thoſe Thoughts and Cares to bevſpent in making our 
ce with God, which theſe People ſpend in ' gaining a 
hore to their minds ; were there to be that watching 
and waiting for the ſaving of our Souls, which theſe Per- 
ſons undergo for the ſatisfaftion of their Luſts, we ſhould 
tHink the price of Salvation imollerably roo dear. W 
bot how weariſome a thing is is to moſt men but to 
a few ſhort. Prayers Morning -and: Evening, or to read @ 
Chapter or two once in 4.6ay," of to attend once or twice 
| ' on 
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on Gods Day in Gods Houſe at the Service of God ; how 
long the Prayers are thought 7 how tedious the Sermon'? 
how tireſome the whole ? Some have not patience 
to fit it out, and therefore exther come not at allto it, or 
elſe come ſhort of much, of it, or fleep and drowze a- 
way moſt of their time whilſt they are at. it. Qh, what 
would they think, what would they ſay, if they were" 
tq wait hour after hour, day aſter day, nighe after night 
upon Gods Service? Oh, how toilſome then muſt be the 
Service of Luſt? how tireſome the Sin of Fornication, 
which exadts theſe Drudgeries from its Servants? that they 
muſt ſpend Nights and Days about it ; buſy their Wirs, and 
break their $ with it, take little or no reſt Day or 
Night for it. ; . 
his , with conſidering perſons, cannot but be ver 
weighty to ſtopthem from going into, or turnchem 
from going on in fo troublelome a way, ſo toilſome a tra- 
vail, - weariſome a drudgery in the Service of fo 
a LuR, 

A fourth is the Expenſiveneſs of this Sin. A man can- 
not be a Whoremaſter -at a 1! Charge : He that drives 
that Trade, had need to have a good Stock to ſet up with- 
al ; for he ſhall find it a coſtly Sin, a Sin- that will waſte 
him to the Bones, if he follow it any thing hard, whereof 
we have infinite Examples in our Times and Countries to 
aſſure us. 

What a deal of Expence goes in the Price of Whore- 
doms, eſpecally where the Whore drives a Trade with 
their Bodies. Flora the Harlot got by that Trade ſuch an 
Eſtate, as the City of Rome diſdained not to become Heir 
unto. Lair, the Harlot of Corinth, had fuch a rate for a 
Nights lodging with her, as men of great Eſtates were 
afraid to give : Ten thouſand Drachms ( a great Sum, if it 
were- but ſo many of our Groats ) did demand of 
* Demoſthenes for the pleaſure of her Company for one 
Night, though he had the wit not to buy Repentance, as 
he ſaid, at ſo dear a rate. And no doube but the Fornica, 
, tors of our days pay dear enough in this way: for their vain 
Pleaſure and lewd Enjoyment. * 

What a great: deal of Expence muſt go in Treatments, 
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and Entertainments of the Whore > What in Plays and 
Revyels, Feaſts and Banquets, Wine and Preſents, to allure 
and oblige her > What in Gifts and Bounties to thoſe abour 
her ? in Pay to, or Expences on Pimps to procure 
her? What in Bribes to Privadoes for Opportunities of 
acceſs to her, ani tor ſecrecy of Converſe with her ? The 
Hand is never out of the Purſe almoſt, tor fetching out 
one Expence or other intheſe things of this Nature. 

What a great deal again goes in high Diet, provokative 
Drinks, ConfeQtionary Philters, and all manner of Incen- 
tives and Incendiaries unto Luſt > What again in Char 
for Cure of the French Diſeaſes gotten by thoſe ways of 
filehineſs? And what ( to name no more/) mult go in Fees 
by way of Commutation, to buy off that ſhameful Puniſh- 
ment, which by the Law is to paſs on thoſe who are guilty 
in this kind, where the Fault 1s known, and the nder 
proſecuted againſt ? 

How many fair Eſtates do we ſee daily melted and moul- 
dred away to nothing by theſe means? Men of good Abi- 
lities, Heirs of fige Lands, are in a ſmall time brought to 
Penury and by this way ! He that is now rich, 
may in a little ſpace whore away all he hath, and be 
brought, like the Prodigal in the Goſpel, to be glad to 

* eat Husks with the Swine for Hunger, it he kuew how 
ro ger chem. So vaſtly, ſo vainly expenſive a Sin this 


15. 
Now this' Conſideration to perſons that have any thing 
of Wir or Underſtanding, may be a very prefling Motive 
to reſtrain them from tollowing ſo bale ways as thele. 
When they ſhall conſider how expenſive thole ways are, 
and at what rate they. muſt buy Repentance, they cannot 
but think theſe are no ways for them to go on in, unleſs 
they defign to ruin and undo themſelves for ever. 

p A fifth Conſideration to hinder or withdraw fo vicious 
a Courſe, may be, that it is an unprofitable Luſt, « fruitleſs 
Sin. Ambition gets Honour, Covetoulnels gets Wealth ; 
Gluttony, Yoo ear ; Drunkenneſs, good Liquor 3 but 
what gets the Fornicator? nothing that I know that 1s 
-_— It is a Sin that brings in no Profit, unlels it be to 
the Whores that make a Trade of it. Tire Jy zagrwar b34- 

7+ 7572, o the Apoſtle asks the Queſtion of the Romans, 

having ſpoken but . newly before of their yielding their 

Members Servants to uncleanneſs ; What fruit bad ye ow 

: 
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in thoſe things wheredf ye are now aſhamed? What can the 
Fornicator ſay he hath gotten after all his Thoughr, and 
Care, and Time, and Trouble, and Money ſpent un ob- 
taining ſatisfaftion to his Luſt > What can he fay he hath 
gotten, unleſs ic be ſomewhat that he is afraid to own, 
or aſhamed to ſpeak ot? For, as for that Pleaſure that 1s 
fancied, rather than found to be in carnal Enjzoyments, it 
is in that caſe ſo very little, or rather none, as that it can 
in no ſort come in compariſon with all that Trouble and 
Charge that is undergone and ſpent for the obtaining of 
it. But then when withal it is conſidered, what inward 
Fears and Cares follicit the mind, whilſt the Fornicator 
is indulging thoſe outward Pleaſures to the Body , (what 
is the Amazement of Diſcovery, and what is the Terror 
| that the Apprehenſion of it brings ) the Fornicator's tor- 

bidden Fruit, whereof he is ſo y, that he eats and 
ſurfeits to the deftroying of Body and Soul, is but like che 
p_—_ of Sodom, how well-coloured and lovely toever 
without, nothing but Cinders and Aſhes within, utter] 
void of all real Pleature and Contenement. Such a iruitleſs 
Sin is this Sin of Fornication,ſo nothing at all of good comes 
on it ; whichalſo may be another preſſing Conſideration 
to difſwade from the committing of it. And if that were 
nll, that nothing of Gaod came of it, it were the leſs 
matter : but yet that is not all neither ; for beſides that 
there comes no Good of it, there alſo comes a great deal 
of Miſchief and Evil of it. And, which 1s 

Our (oxth Confiteration, it is a miſchievous Sin. There 
comes a great deal of Miſchief from, and by it, as we 
ſhall ſhew in ſundry reſpects. 
 _ , Ir is miſchievous unto the Fornicator bim- 

if. 
Secondly, It is miſchievous unto Others, 

Firſt, It is miſchievous unto the Fornicatar himſelf ; and 
that many ways. 

r. It cuts him our of the Favour of God, and brings 
him under his Diſplealure. God i angry ( as the Plalmuſt 
tells us, Pſ, 7.11. ) with :he wicked every day : andif fo, 
then he is no day well-pleaſed with the Fornicator, who 
every day in the diſpotition ct his Heart, if not by the 
ation of his Body, is offending God in a moſt contume- 
lious way, * For he prefers that Delight which is taken 
in giving Satisfaction to the Luſts of hus filthy and ligne: ky 
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ful Members, before that Pleafure which is had in Conv 
munion with the holy and pure God. When the baſeſt 
Meitiber about him requires the contrary to that which 
God commands, he chules rather to rebel againit God, 
tha not to give obedience to the Luſt of it ; ſo in effect, 
chuſes that rather than God to be his Lord : Whereas he 
thould glorifi God in bis Body ( firft creazed after the Image 
of ( according tothe. capacity of it ) and then redeem- 
ed with the Blood of God ) by preferring to precious a 
Veſſel in Holinels and Honour, he dſhonours God, in a- 
buſing his Body to be the Inſtrument of baſe Actions, and 
the Subje&t of baſe Enjoyments, ſubmitting it to bruiciſh 
lownels and vileneſs, and detiling it with Pollution, 
and thereby ptovoking God to bring De 10n on him ; 
for if any man defile the Temple of God, that is, his Body, 
bim ſpall God deſtroy, 1 Cor. 3. 17. Noble Men think it a 
high Contumely and Reproach to them, when any of their 
Daughters prove guilty of this lewdneſs, or any of their 
Spoules commit this filthineſs: Oh, how can God then bur 
be inflamed with Anger, and burn with Jealouſfie, when 
the Soul of Man, the Daughter of God, and the Spoule 
of Chriſt, becomes guilty of this Harlotry, and gives hec 
ſelf ro this UncleanaeH, as that of corporal Fornicacion 
is in the moſt liceral Senſe' of thar Word. No marvel if 
God will judge Wheremongers and Adulterers ; no marvel if 
he have provided a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone to waſh, 
or rather burn away the filthineſs of Fornicators. 

2. As it renders lum odious to God, fo.ic outs him of 
the Protettion of Angels. God ſends forth his Angels ts 
be minittring ſpirits ro them who ſhall be heirs of Salvation, 
Heb. 1. 14. And grves them charge over them to keep them in 
«ll their ways, Pf. 91. 11, But now the Fornicator, by 
ating that which difinherits him of Salvation ( for as the 
Apoſtle faith, 1 Cer. 6. 9, 19. Neither Fornicators, nor Ido- 
laters, nor effeminate Perſons , ſhall ' inherit the Kingdom of 
God ) he aGts that by which he is diſintereſted in the An- 

elical Proteftion. And beſides, how can the Fornicator 
be odious to the Angel that was depured to the Guar- 
dianſhip over him, when he immerſes and foaks himſelf 
into naſtineſs 2nd filchineſs, fo utterly. contrary to the An- 
gelical Nature and Purity. Angels are Beings of a pure 
and ſpiritual Nature, and the Fornicatar {wills humlelt jn 
| bodily filthineſs and unclcaanets, ſo ogious to the Angel: 
Fg cl 
—_— 
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cal Fineneſs and Purity,” that an Angel itt Repreſentation 
( and to ſhew their deteſtableneſs of chis Sin unto their Na- 
ture) is ( inthe Lives of the Fathers ) reported to have 
ſtopr his Noſe at the fight of a Fornicator, as not able'to 

ure the noifom Savour and Stench of fo polluted and 
unclean Perſon. And when once the govd Angels of God 
have withdrawn from any man their Proteftion, who can 
we think but the evil Angels of Satan do take him into 
Poſſeſſion > Now this cannot but be chought a great miſ- 
chief to a man to be forſaken of his Defence, and inveſt. 
ed by his Enemies; tobe outed of the Protection of An- 
gels, and put into Subjefion to Devils. 

3. It dipoſſefſes him of the Spirit of God. The Holy 
Spirit of God will not dwell but in a holy Temple : there- 
upon the Body of a Fornicator can be no Temple for him 
to inhabit ; 't1s too naſty and filthy, polluted and defiled a 
place for him to abide in ; "tis a Sink of Uncleanneſs, and 
therefore can be no ſuitable Manſion for the Spirit of ho- 
lineſs. For the Temple of Ged ( that is, that Temple which 
God by his Spirit will dwell in) is boy, 1 Cor. 3. 17. 
That Body which is defiled with Pollution of Luft and 
Uncleannefs, is no Temple of his, none that he will dwell 
:n. Uncleannels chaſeth him out of his Habitation, outs 
him of his Temple, dif es him of his Dwelling, which 
he will no longer abide in, than it continues to be holy. 
And therefore St. Chryſoſtom: faith, Non polluas Templum (4+ 
cratum Domino, ne fizs a Spiritu ejus dlienum; take heed 
ye defile not that Temple of your Body which is conte- 
crated unto the Lord, [eſt thereby ye become a 
to his Spirit, 1.4. leſt his Spirit be withdrawn from you.avd 
forſake you. Our Church in her Morning Service ſuitably 
hereunto ( as to me it ſeems ) firſt prays that God would 
mike clean our Hearts within us, and then not t take bis Holy 
Spirit from us; intimating, that unlels our Hearts be clean 
within us, God will nct ſuffer his Holy Spirit ro abide 
with us. What a Miſchief 1s this that the Fornicator doth 
himſelf > He deprives himlelt of the Preſence, of the At- 
fiſtance, of the Comfort, of the Counſel of Gods Spirit, 
and hath no fellowſhip with the Holy Ghoſt. He rears 
oft his Seal of Adoption, and throws away the Farneſt of 
eternal Salvation, and ſo hath now neither Right to Hea- 
yen, nor Evidence for it. Yea, when the good Sprrir is 
once departed out of its Habitation, the evil Spirit will be 

riaty 
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ready to enter into, and take it up for his own Poſſeſſion, 

and then the end of that Man is worſe than his beginat 

Devils dwell in him now for a time, and he muſt dwe 
with Devils to all eternity in the World to 


come. 
And, which is conſequent to this, it disfurniſherh him 
of the Grace of God. For that which deprives a man of 
the Grace of the Spirit, muſt diveſt him ot the Spirit of 
Grace. When the Spring is withdrawn, no wonder if 
the Streams dry up and fail. Bur beſides, Grace 15a work 
of the Spirit, and Fornication ( as all other Sins of Un- 
Cleanneis are) is a Work of the Fleſh, Now the Fleſb 
and the Spirit, as the Apoſtle faith, Gal. 5. 17. are contrary 
the one to the other. And therefere as the Principles of 
theſe Works, the Fleſh and the Spirit, are contrary each to 
other ; ſo theſe Works which flow from theſe Principles, 
*are contrary the one to the -other. This ( and {o _ 
Sin of Uncleanneſs is not privatiuely only, but poſirtvely al- 
ſo, even comrariantly oppoſite unto Grace ; there 1s 1n.it 
not only a want of Holineſs , but ſomething of poſitive 
filehinels. Now as Logicians ſay, Contraris ſe mutuo de- 
ſtruc, alteruwmque altexzus conmradtione remutticur ; Contra- 
ries do deſtroy each other, and the preſence of the on= 
is abated by the agteſs of the other. So that this Sin when 
it 15 admitred, diminiſhes and deſtroys Grace ; the 4# of 
it 1s a Diminution, and the Hebit of it a Deſtrufion to it, 
Now ſurely the Deſtruftion of Grace in a man, isa great 
Miſchief to him ; it is the defacing of his Evidence for, 
and a deſtroying of his Title ro Heaven. For as the pure 
in heart ſball ſee God, fo without holineſs ſhall no man (re 
the Lord, Mat. 5. 8. Heb. 12. 14. It is the apriving him 
of every thing of Divine Nature in him, and the ſtripping 
him of all, ſo much as likeneſs unto God. Ir is the re- 
returning of him into a ſtate of Nature,to a ſtate 
TU pats wide where ty faite, yer. cher to 

w ; w w er they luffer, yet ct 
not fin, and find at once an end of their lives and of their 
miteries ; whereas the end of an ungracious mans life is 
bur the beginning of an endleſs Death. Yea further, it 
is the maſking way for the 1 and Nature of the Devil 
6 enter upon, and overſ the man; for as the Divine 
Nature and Image ſtands in Purity and Holineſs, fo the 
Diabol:cal Image and Nature cooks in Impurity Ow 
clezn- 
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cleanneſs : Sothat, in effeR, ir is the making of a 
who was before the Child of God, to become the Chi 
of the Devil. Whereupon St. Ambroſe lays our Apoſtle 
did well to warn Chriſtians to flee ' Fornication, per quane 
folis Dei fiunt filii Diaboli ; inaimuch as by that, L2- Chul- 
dren of God did become the Children of the Devil. A 
greater Miichief is hard to fay. 

4. It wounds, and waſts, and deftroys his Conſcience. 
This isa Sin that is done with Knowledge moſt an end, (for 
it 15 rare that a man ſhould be to far gone from hunſelf 
thr Drink, or any other Courte, as that, like Lore, he 
ſhould not know he doth commir the fin when he doth 
commit it. ) Ir is a Sin that requires much ſtudy in moſt 
Caſes, how to contrive and compals the commiſſhoa of it ; 
and therefore, eſpecially in ſuch Caſes, is a Sin of Know - 
ledge, a hin commuted with deliberation, and therefore is 
awiltul Sin ; and ſuch Sins are vm Sins to the Soul, 
waſting Sins to the Conicience ; the firſt At wounds, the 
ſecond waſts, and the Habit of it when it grows to thar, 
quite deſtroys the Conſcience ; the cuſtom of fianing takes 
away all both Senſe and Conſcience of Sin ; like thoſe 
Gentiles ſpoken of by St. Paul, Eph. 4. 17, 18, 19. who 
walked in the vanity of their mind, having their underſtand. 
ing darkned, being alienated from the life of God, through the 
ignorance that was in them, becaule of the blindne(s, or ra- 
ther, bardneſs of their heart, who being pail feeling, gave 
themſelves ovey. unto lalcruiouſne(s, 19 work all uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs. Which blindnets and hardneſs, ſenſelel- 
neſs and ſtupidity of Nind, and Heart, when men once 
have chrongh continued cuſtom of finning in this way, 
brought upon themſelves, then it is bur juſt, that God 
ſhould give them up ( in a ſudicial way ) no Wneleanneſs, 
and unto vile Aﬀections, and even groe them cur unto & re- 
probate mind, a mind void of Judgment, as he did thoſe 
Romans St. Paut (peaks of, Kom. 1. 24, 26,28. And this 
to be given over to a reprobate ene, to have the, Con» 
ſcience cauterized, to be under a benummednels of mind, 
and a brawninels of heart, to be without Senle and Con- 
ſcience of fin, is to be under a moſt diitmal Judgmenr, rhe 
high Road to, and the very Gate into, and nouth of Hell, 
For when once a man is paſt teeling of fin. he 15 then paſt 
ſorrowing for fin, and palt repenting ct i, ( without 
an extraordinary and miracu.ous Work of C ——_ 

wrouzte 
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wrought upon him ) and without *Repentance there can 
be no Salvation. And therefore that fin which brings a 
. nan into this deſperate Condition, is a fin that is miſs 
chievous with -a Witneſs ; it blinds the mind, perverts 
the judgment, benumbs the heart, ſears the Conlcience; 
leaving the mind under ſtupefaction and ſenſeleſnels, hard- 

and impenitency. 

5. It diftracts him in thoſe Duties to God, whereby he 
ſhould obtain the Grace of God, and preſerve and en- 
creule it wher it is obtained. This fleſhly Laſt will nor 
ſuffer him rightly to atrend to any ſpiritual Duty : it will 
not ſuffer him to have any Communion with God, either 
by hearing God ſpeak to him in his Werd, or (peaking to 
God himlelf in Prayer: it ſotakes up all his I 
that he can mind nothing of the Worſhip and Service of 

God at he ought. When he ſhould be thinking of God, 
he 1s thinking of his Whore ; and inſtead of praying for 
Grace to in from his fin, and to mortifie his Luſt, he 
is plotting how to fulfil his Luſt, and commit his fin. So 
erne is that of St. Ambroſe, Nullur pecetndi modus, & inex« 
plexibilis ſcelerum ſutis, niſs morte amantis, extingus non 
zeſt ; This fin is unmealurable, unſatiable , rhe burning 
Thirſt whereof never quenched by any m_ but Death, 
Now ſurely it is a very great miſchief to be 1o diſtrafted 
in ones Duty to God ; that is a plaguy Luſt that will noc 
let a man be quiet till he hath ſaid his Prayers, but be 
asill, or worſe a Temprer to a man than the Devil him- 
felf. And yet ſuch a miſchievous fin Luſt, is that whereby 
the Fornicator is (wayed,and governed in his Courſe of Ug+ 
cleannels. 

And no marvel: for ic beſors and fools him, ſothat he 
neither minds, nor regards what he 1s about, unleſs it 
be when he is getting ſatisfaction to his Luſt. It diſpirity 
and unmans the man, and turns him all into Beaſt well 
nigh, ſaving what he is in ſhew and ſhape. Who could 
think any other that ſhould fad Hercules, the only Wor- 
thy and Wonder \n his time for ſtrength and Valour. 
ſtooping to the meanne\s of being a Servant to Ompbele, and 
in the quality of a Wench working at the Rock and Spin- 
de? And what other can wethink was meant by the an- 
cient Poets wlien they rel! us of the ſtrange Traasforma- 
tions of Jutiter and other Gods into a Bull, a Swan, and 
the like ]unſh Creatuges, for the loys of, and to faishg 
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tug luft with this or that admired Beauty, but that luff, 
this luſt of Fornication transforms and turns men, even 
the greateſt of them inte very Beaſts, makes them do 
bruriſh things, as if they had no more of the Heart of a 
man in them, than Nebuchatnexqyar had when he was 
turned to Grals, than the Beaſts of the Ficld have. And 
this probably was meant by the Prophet Hoſea, when 1a 
his fourth Chapter and eleventh Verie, he makes Forni- 
cation to be one of thoſe things that take away the 
Heart ; Whoredom and wine, and new wine taht away the 
Heart, do turn a man into a very beaſt. And ſuitably 
the Prophet Feremy compares theſe unclean finners to 
Horſes, luſtful Creatures, F*r. 5. 8. They were as fed horſes, 
ſaith he, every one neizbed after his Neighbours Wife. And 
ſo the Apoſtle St. Peter ſpeaking of thoſe that walk «f- 
ter the fleſh, in the luſt of uncl-anneſs, compares them to na- 
tural bruit beaſts made to be taken and deſtroyed ; and even 
to Dogr, and Swine, two moſt unclean Creatures, and 
more irrational than any other Creatures in their luſts, 
(2 Pez. 2. 10, 12, 42.) Which is a great miſchief ro a man, 
as being the turning of hid our of himielf, ard che de- 
gading of him into a Beaſt, rendring him uf for any 

manly aQing,and diffolving hum all into ſoftneſs and folly. 
And having berett him of Judgmene and Spirit, the 
leſs marvel is it, if it do alſo bereave him of his Freedom, 
and make a very S/zve of him. Ir is an imperious luſt 
this ; it makes them in whom ir reigns, very Servants 
and Slaves to it. Hence theſe kind of people 4re by the 
Apoſtle St. Peter called ST>u1 + pdr2gs, (rruants of corrup- 
tion; adding this for che reaſon of his fo calling them, 
e that of whom 4 man i overcome, of the (ame is be 
brought into bondage, 2 Pet. 2. 19. And fo the Apoſtle Sr. 
Paul, Rom. 6. 16. Know ye not to whom ye yield your ſelves 
ſervants to obey, bis (ervants ye are to whom ye obey ; whether 
of ſin nnto death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs ? And af- 
ter v. 19. ſpeaks of their having yielded heir members (2r- 
venos 70 uncleanneſs. So that this fin of Unclen meſs 154 
tyrannous luſt, it bereaves 1ts Subjects of their Liberry 
and Freedom, and brings them under bondage and flave- 
ry. A Fornicator and a Free-man, are two terms that 
cannot be faid of the ſame Man: He that is a worker of 
Uncleanneſs is in a fate of very ſervitude ; and a baſe, 
a wretched. ſeryirudv is it rhar he terves. He 15 oy 4 
C - 
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Servant to the moſt ſervile part of himſelf, his corrupt 
fleſh, and to the baſeſt part of his fleſh, the vileſt mem- 
ber of his Body. And thi is bale that 1s _ 
Nil vilins quam 4 carne vinci; to be conquered by, = 
enſlaved to the fleſh, is {o vile and baſe, as nothing can 
be more. And yet what is much leſs vile and inglorious, 
he is a ſervant to a Woman, and muit be ſubject to her 
pleaſures and diſpleaſures, frowned on, and talked to, 
yea to be boxed and knocked about the Fars with her 
Slipper, as of old they uſed to do, raking their Example 
from Omphales ſo uſing Hercules. Touching which, no- 
table is that ſaying ot the Roman Orator, Illum ego non 
liberum dice, cui mulier imperat, leges imponit ; I cannot 
cal! him a free man, whom a Woman bears rule over, 
and gives Laws unto: fo that if ſhe call, he muſt come ; 
if ſh+ bid be gone, he muſt away ; if ſhe demand, he muſt 
give; if ſhe threaten, he muſt ſtand in awe. Hunc ergo 
non t.'ntummodo ſeruwn, [e4 nequi ſeroum ego judico, 
as he goes on; ſuch a Man as thus I, account not only a 
ſervant, but a very ſorry ſervant, a vile, bale, abjet 
Slave. dow, in as much as Freedom is a thing of high 
value, not only in the mind of any generous Grecian or 
Roman Heathen, but in the mind of every true Chriſtian, 
who are redeemed from Slavery to Liberty by the Son 
of God himſelf 3 and that with the price of his own 
Blood, w ho became himſelf a Servant that they might be 
made Fre »men, in {5 much is the bereaving a Man of 
his Freedo m a pernicious miſchief ; and the rather in that 
the loſs of* his Freedom doth commence into a baſe and 
ſordid, cri1el and incollerable, ealeleſs and endleſs flave- 
ry and dru. igery,.as that of this Luſt of Uncleannefs is, 
which with the moſt mercileſs fury rages in, and ryran- 
nizeth over ' the Fornicator, making a very Aſs, and 
, and Beaſt, and Slave of him. He would think 
fo, and fay { 1, that upon any other account were oblig- 
ed to ſubmit i'o choſe meanneſles, and at thoſe - 
ſes, which at t he command of this Luſt he humbles him- 
ſelf to the doin; 3 and enduring of : Enough this wEEIY 
any one from e\ 7er giving himſelf over to it. But: be- 
cauſe there are divers Tempers of men, and ſome are' 
perſwaded by one i means, and ſome by another, I will pro- 
ceed to ſome oth tr Conſiderations, which will ſhew it 
ſtil] more and more . Tilchieyous. - 
Sixthly 
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Sixthly therefore, Ir deprives a Man very much of his 
Quiet, I have ſhewed betore how it keepeth him con- 
cinually bufied , filling Head and Heart with thoughts 
and fears, and making hun watch, and pray as I may lay, 
and promiſe, and vow, atrend and wait for the farisfacti- 
on of his Luſt. Bur that's nor all, it engages ham in va- 
rious jangles and brawls, and quarrels, and Frifes, and 
fightings about the Whore with other Men. ,Fither they 
would both have her, and quarrel and fight abour thar, 
or elſe one preferrs his Whore above the others, and 
then they quarrel and tght about that ; or elſe 1ome of 
her Relations are not able to endure ſuch abuſe tg one 
of their Family, and then they quarrel and hght abour 
that. This St. Chryſoſtom well obferved, and chereuvon 
concludes, ( « 71s ydwir ds xa x; #v3uulas worry Gow, 
Ts 1 Tmgrevoud paw JVBIKAY THU TO OUWEGTCS "TALL 
38, uveiav x, TrpudCav ms #7 tenmor nance, dit fn- 
ud Ty, Ja wa! roy Tl vreoy : ) That if any Man love 
r_ and would live his Life in quietneſs of mind, 

muſt fly the converſe of Whores, tor they fill the touls 
of their Lovers with infinite Wars and Troubles. and 
are contiuually putting them upon Fights and Contencions 
in all their words, in all their deeds. Who is able to 
reckon up, not the little brawls and brangles, quarrels 
and cuffings, but che moſt deſperate Weapon-tights in 
extemporary, or premeditated Duels, that (nah ay 
on theſe occaſions > The World hath ſeveral times been 
made but as it were one great Cock-pir, wherein Blood 
and Wounds, and Deaths have been dealt upon the oc- 
cation of Luſt. The quarrel berween Greece and Troy of 
old, which ended in the Deſtruction of that fair and fa- 
mous Ciry, began in that. The War berwixt the Spaniards 
and the Saracens, which ended in the deſtruction of Stuff,” 
and the overruaning of much of Chriſtendom,with thole Ma- 
hometan Enemies thereof, began allo in that. So high ſome- 
times flies the Contention betwixr Perſons engaged 11 qua! = 
rel upon the ſcore of this Luſt of Fornicatzon, and Uncican- 
neſs. And therefore by this ic appears how milch:ievous a fin 
It is in this reſpe&t. He that deyores himſelf a Servant to 
that Miſtreſs, muſt expe&t as many real turmoils and 
Diſquiets, Brawls and Contentions, Duels and Fights a- 

her, as our Romantick Writers (ancy their Knights 
Errant at every turn to be engaged in for their airy 
C 3 Amours, 
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Amours, 4nd the maginary Ladies of their AﬀeCtions. 
But this 1s not all the Milchiet yer. For, 

Seventhly, It b'afts his Credit, ruines his Eſtate, and 
Ceſtrovs his Body. ® It blaſts his Credir, tains his Reputs- 
tion, and takes away his 904 Name. How ſhameful a fin 
this 1$ 11 all the Circumſtances of -it, is already ſhown. 
Now what bur Shame and Dilgrace can be the Fruit of 
jo ſhametu! a Root > Wherevwpon no doubt it 1s, that So- 
lomon counlels his Son to remove bis way from ber, and 
come nut nigh the door, leſt be ſhould gize his hondur unto 
6:hers ; that is, run himſelf into Shame and Diſgrace, 
Prov. «.8, 9. The Names by which Perſons addicted to 
this Vice, are ſpoken of, and mentioned, carry the Dif. 
grace of the Perion along with them in the Fronc there- 
of. Such in thele our days of Joofenels and laſcivionl- 
nels 15 the name of Gallant, riot to name the more groſ- 
ly, ſhameful Names of Whoremsſter and I haremongers, and 
the hkxe. Perions of modeſty know not well how to men- 
tion them, but with ſome brand of Infamy axed to their 
Names. How are their Crimes made the talk of the Coun- 
try ! And that which they think they a& in ſecret, not 
whiſpered, but openly ſpoken of inthe Houſe-top. How 
are their Miſcarriages, Diſcoveries, Quarrels, made the 
Subjet&t of common Ditcourle! And, it upon Convittion 
they be brought ro undergo that Shame which the Law 
-inflitsu n tuch ſhameleſs Offenders, there needs no more 
be added to fo publick a Diſgrace. And fure the taking 
away of a man's good Name, the ſpoiling of his Credit, 
the foiling of his Reputation, is a great Miſchief ; elſe 
there would not be fo many Suits _ Quarrels as there 
happens every day about Reputation and point of Honour. 
It hath been uſed tobe ſaid, Afum eft de bomine, f aflum 
wt de nomine; A man had as be half hanged, as, in 
an 11] Name. And no doubt bur it is a great hinderance 
to many a ones rife to Preferment, that he is in an ill 
Name tor this Vice: For what Perſon of Quality or Ho- 
nour will come within the Embraces of - choſe Arms chat 
are uſed to hug a Whore > Or what credit” can ſhe give to 
the Promiles and Vows, Proteſtations and Oaths of that 
Tongue that 1s uſed to make the like Courtſhip to a com- 
mon Strumpet ? ; 

But it does not only (tab and wound a man's Honour 
and Reputation, but allo rujres his Eftare, Solomon tells, 
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in Prov,29 3. Hethat keeperh company with Harlots ; (penderh 
bis ſubitance. And 1n Prov.6.26. That by means of 4 whorifb 
Woman 4 man is brought to a piece of brezd. And in conh- 
deration of thar, 1a Prov. 5. 10. he exhorts to avoid keep-' 
ing Company with a ſtrange Woman, that 15, an Whote 
or Harlot, leſt Strangers be filled with thy Wealth, and thy 
labours be in the bouſe of the Stranger ; that is, leſtrhou"ru- 
ine thy Eſtate, aud bring thy telf to Poverty thereby, 
whulit others 10 the mean time run away with thy Eſtate. 
A Proot whereot we have in the Prodigal Son, Luke 15. 
who baving gathered 41l bis Subjtance together, took bis jour- 
ney inzo & far Country, and there waſted his Subjtance with r10t- 
ous living, V. 13. that is, he (ſpent a1] upon Whores. Whence 
It-1S, that un v» 30. hiselder Brother tells his Father, chat 
his Son had devoured bis living, wire Tmrar, with Harlots, 
or Whores. And if we had not this Inſtance, we have 
deplorable Example enough in our Times and Countries, 
every day almolt, before our Eyes : But of this we made 
mention betore 19 our Diſcourle upon the Expenhvenels 
ot this fin, and therefore ſhall not here much enlarge 
thereon ; only we ſhall note, that betides all thote ways of 
Expence, whereon we touched betore, as the Hire of 
Whores, and the Tre«:ments of them, Gifts and Preſents 
to them, and Br:b-; to thole about them, Experce in Diet 
and Drink, Phyhck or Fees, even that careleineſs of ones 
own Eſtate and Afairs, which the following of this fin 
cauſes an4 occaſions, is enough and enough again to ruin 
and undo one. When the Maſter attends not co his own 
Concerns, but leaves all at fixes and tevens, and is abroad 
day by day, and night by night, perhaps Week by Week, 
following his pleature of Whore-hunting ; befides that 
few will regard to preſerve his Eſtate, there will be e- 
now ready to couniel, and torward to help on that which 
will tend to tus undozng. Now to be ruined and undone, 
ro be brought trom Wealth ro Waat, from Plenty to Po- 
verty, 15a mitery ſo great in it felf, ( and yet fo much 
greater, in that the Wickedneſs by which it is procured, 
renders a man no Object of Pity, whilſt he is in miſery ) 
that the fin that brings all this upon a man, may well be 
_ be a miſchievous kn, it 15 10 rwaouw, and fo un 
lolng. 
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But which is more, it deſtroys his Body too, it weakens 
his Strength, . impairs his Health, ſhortens his Life, and 
hattens tus Death. How many are ſuddenly cut off in the 
midſt of their days, and in the ſtrength of their years, be- 
ing killed in Lueis, or other Quarrels about Whores, or 
in 5upprilale with them, as Pope Fobn the Thirteenth was 
by the Husbard of 2 Woman, with whom he was found 
by him in the Act ot \ulrery; and as Zimri was, being 
taken by Fbineas in the Act of Fornication with Corbr, 
( Numb.z5.8. ) or by cioſe Stratagems by them or others, 
as Pope Fobn the Eleventh was ſtifled with a Pillow by his 
Strumpet Marexia, that her Son might obtain the Pope- 
dom. In reference to which, that of Solomon may be 1n- 
terpreted to be ſpoken, when he cells us of a young Man 
void of Underſtanding, whom « Harlot with much fair 
ſpeeches, cauſed to yield ro ber, and forced with the fluttering 
of ber Lips; and of whom he ſaith, He gerth after ber flraight- 
way, 45 an Ox tothe ſlaughter, or as 4 Fool to the correffion 
of the Stocks : Till a dart firche through bis Liver, 4s « Bird, 
be haſteth to the Snare, and knoweth not that it is for bis 
life, Prov. 7. 6,to 24. And of thoſe that eſcape ſuch 
ſudden Death, yet how many are brought by their filthy 
doings to filthy Diſeaſes, ſhameful to name, loathſom to 

chold, rormenting to endure, deadly, if not cured: in 
time, and both troubleſom and chargeable ro be cured 
(if a Cure be got) fo they rot alive, and ſtink above- 
; and if they die not upon Dung/hills ( as ſome 

ve done ) yet whilſt they live, they are but as Dung 
upon the Earth. For, beſides the Infeftion which they 
are apt to take from the diſeaſed, pocky Bodies of Whores, 
even their own Laſciviouſneſs and immoderate uſe of Ve- 
nery is aptto waſt their Spirits, and dry up their radical 
moiſture, and extinguiſh natural heat, whereby they are 
brought to Conſumptive Diſeaſes, which wear them a- 
way to untimely Deaths. And the fear: of ſomething of 
this nature * Solomon he fit ro interpoſe as an Argu- 
ment to diſſwade from this fin, when he counſels to ayoid 
the Company of an Harlot, left thou mourn as the laſt, 
when thy fleſh «nd thy body are conſumed, Prov. 5. 12. And 
by which deſtroying it, as well as defiling it, the Fornice- 
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cator fins againſt his own Body, as our Apoſtle may well 
be thought to mean in the Jatter end of the Text, the 
Argument by which he ſtrengtheneth his Exhortation in 
the beginning of it, to flee Forzication, Now certainly 
that which brings upon a man lo much evil, as in the burn- 
ing of Diſeaſes, or ſudden Deaths of Fornication, who, 
if not killed by others, which is ill, yet are generally kil- 
led by themſelves, which is worle, that muſt needs be 
judged by every rational perſon to be a very miſchievous 
thing : No man ſure will ever follow it, that hath not 
a mind to ruine and deſtroy his own Body, to ſhorten the 
time of his own Lite, —_— and haſten on his own 
Death. But this is not all che Miſchief it doth : For, 
Eighthly, It turns him out of the Gy an4 
Triumphant. Firſt, It turns the Fornicator ot of the Com- 
munion of the Church of Chriſt on Earth. A Fornicator 
is ſuch as Chriſt will not have to be a Member of ſo much 
as his outward viſible Church; he will not have ſuch a 
Perſon to have any external Communion with him, or Re- 
lation to him ; he allows not thoſe that are his 
ſo much as to have Civil Converie with them, if after 
their having given up their Names to Chriſt, they ſhall 
addift themſelves to this heatheniſh Sin. Andtherefore 
Se. Paul, 1 Cor. 5. 9, 11, wrote unto the Corinthians not 
to keep company with Fornicators ; and if any man that is called 
« Brother, ſhould be a Fornicator, with ſuch 4 one no not 10 eat ; 
that is, to have no, either ſacred, or ſo much as civil 
Converſe withal. * Cum fratre in quo boc vitia reperiuntur, 
non ſacramenia edenda, ſed ne communem eſcam docet, -ut eru- 
beſcat cum vitiatur, @ fe corrigen. And in all the new 
Feruſalem ( in that Viſion which St. Fobn had of the Church 
of Chriſt under that notion, ( Kev. 21,& 22.) or Repre- 
ſentation ) the Evangeliſt could not eſpy. one Fornicator. 
They were with Companions like themſelves, Dogs, Sor- 
cerers, Murderers, and 14olaters, in another place without 
that City, ( Rev. 32. 15. ) that being a place into which 
there was not in any wiſe to enter any thing that defileth, 
( Rev. 21. 27.) And Fornication is one of the things 
that our Saviour declareth to be —_ things, ( Mat. 15. 
19,20.) and fo there is no coming for luch Perſons to, 
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nor continuing of ſuch Per.0ns in that Place, Now cer. 
rainly to be cur off from Communion with the Church of 
Chriſt, isa miſchief great in it ſelf, whatever thought of 
by profane Worldlings: For they upon! whom the 
Churches Cenſure falls in that kind and meaſure, are 
excluded from the Benefit of the Charches Ordinances, 
the Word and Sacraments, the Food of their Souls ; they 
are excluded from communicating with the Churches 
Prayers, and having any ſhare in the Bleſſings ſought and 
obtained by thoſe Prayers ; they are excluded from inward 
Union and Fellowſhip with Chriſt, oured of all relation 
as Members unto him, and fo are deprived of the influence 
of his Spirit into them: In a word, they are delivered 
up unto Satan, and rheir Sins {o bound on Earth, rhat 
they are bound ali in Heaven, not to- be loaſed either 
here or there, without Repentance, and a Defire at leaſt, 
and Endeavour to have Abtolution : Which Miſchief was 
ſo dreaded by Offenders in the-primitive Times, that ra- 
ther than nor to be re-admitted into the Communion again, 
they would continue in the ſtate of Pennqnce, and do 
the Pennance of Offenders a long time, many! years; ſtand. 
ing at the Church-door, and lying proſtrate on the ground, 
with Prayers and Tears beſeeching and beggjrg the Pray- 
ers of thoſe that went intothe Church. And beſides all 
this, I might add, that even upon Perſons Fhat continue 
obſtinate Deſpiters of this Eccleſiaſtical Cenſyre, and will 
not be reduced ro obedience, and brought to! Reformation 
by this Chaſtiſement ; the Civil Law hath uſed” to fa!l ve- 
ry heavily in Fines and' Imprifonments, or both. Bur 
without and beſides this, the Church's Cenfure or Ex- 
communication, even allow it, and of it ſelf, is enough 
to make any afraid of doing any thing whereby to de- 
ſerve and incurr it, to abſtain from, and flee Fornicati- 
ON. ; , 

But this is not all, for it not only ejefts out of the 
Church of Chriſt,” but alſo exchudes out of the King- 
dom of God. What earthly Poſſeſſions ſoever the Forni- 
cator hath on Earth, he is never like to have any Inher:- 
tance in Heaven. For ibis ye know ( faith St. Paul to the 
Epheſians 5. 5.) no Whoremonger bath any inhericance in the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, aa of Gol, * Qui talis furrit, partem 
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i#n regnum calorum non babebit, eſt Patris & Filii. Hath 
not, doth he fay ? no, nor ſhall have. And he laith ex- 
preſly in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinzhtans, c. 6. v. 9, 10, 
Neither Fornicators, nor Adulterers ſhall inherit the Kingdom 
Gol. And ſo again to the Galatians, They who do (uc 
things, ſball not inherit the Kingdom of God ; and Fornica- 
tion is one of theſe things, Gal. 5,19, 20. Now if the 
Puriiſhment of Loſs be greater than the Puniſhment of 
Senſe, as Caſuiſts conclude, then inaſmuch as the loſs of 
Heaven, is the loſs of the greateſt Good, that*which 
brings upon a man that lo!s, does him the greateſt miſchief 
that poſlibly can be done. O, who is able-to imagine 
what miſchief it is to be ſhut our of Heaven ! It imports 
to be ſhut out from the Enjoyment of the greateſt Good 
that can be deſired or imagined ; from Society. with God, 
and Chriſt, and Angels, and Saints ; from all thoſe Joys 
and Pleaſures, Delights and Felicities wherewiththe Souls 
of emparadiſed Perions are bathed, and blifled, and fil- 
led, and raviſhed, even into Extahies of moſt delightful 
Admiration. Now this may be a weighty Conſideration 
to induce the Fornicator, it he hath any regard in the leaſt 
to his own Souls eternal Good, to abſtain from that 
Wickedne(s, by the commiſſion whezeot, he ſhall forfeir 
and loſe ſo great a Happinels. 

But this is not the herght of this fins miſchief, for it 
not "only debarrs from Heaven, but it 4amrs to Hell, plun- 
ges the Fornicator into that Lake of Hire and Bri 
whichbarneth to Frernity, So our Apoſtle in Kev. 21 
$. Hhoremongers, Sorcerers, Holaters, Lyars, ſhall have their 
part in the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimftone, which 
is the ſecond Death. So deep, it ſeems, is the filth of this 
ſin, that nothing elle but Floods of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone can waſh it our, and nothing leſs than Eternity can 
be time enough, even for that to waſh it out in, 
Now when to the miſchief of Heavens lo(sr, is added the 
miſchief of Hells Pain ; there 15 nothing, that I know, that 
can be added ro make ut more milchievous: And yet 
{nch is this fin of Fornication to the Fornicator, it debars 
him from Heaven, it damns himto Hell; it tends him to 
thoſe Regions where is Darknetis without light, Torment 
without eaſe, Sorrow without end ; where his Bed he 
muſt lie down on, ſhall be a fiery Pile of unconſumable 
Fue! ; and the Sheers wherewith he muſt be wropped, 
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ſhall be ſcorching Flames of that inextinguiſhable Fire. 
The Conſideration of this tremendous he of the 
Fornicator's play, this dreadful Puniſhment which he s 
like to be condemned to, ſhould ( as any realonable man 
would think ) be enough, if any thing can be enough to 
work with him, and perſwade him to «bilin from the 
commiſkon of ſo milchievous a {in, and to/ flee Fornice- 
Lion. 
And yet is not this neither all the Miſchief that ir doth; 
for hitherto we have ſpoken only ot the Miſchief that 
it doth to the Fornicaror himſelf. 

Secondly, There is till a Miſchief that it doth to Others 
beſides himſelf. And, | 

Firſt, It is miſchievous to the Woman with whom the 
fin is commitred. For, firſt, it involves her |in the ſame 
Guilt of ſin with the Fornicator, It isnot his /Tempration 
that will acquit her from the Guilt of ſo finful a Com- 
miſhon : To be tempted, is no fin ; bur to yield ro Tem- 
ptation, to conſent to the Temper, to aCt the thing tem- 
pred to, that is ſinful. And indeed the Law |of Fornica- 
tion lay not againſt the Man only, but againſt the Wo- 
man alſo; for it is exprely ſaid, Deut. a3. 17. There 
be no Whore of the Daughters of the Children of | Iſrael. The 
Fornicator therefore cannot commit this fin alone, but 
he muſt draw fin by that A& upon another too, as well 
as upon himſelf, and fo vate ſtill his own more, as 
not having only finned himielf, but made another fin too, 
by ing to, and ating that filchineſs with hum ; in- 
almuch as to be no conſenzing unto the En- 
ticement of Sinners unto Wickednels, ( Prov. 1. 10. ) no 
pong with Adulterers, ( P[. go. 18. ) no having fel- 
owſhip with the unfruittul Works of darkneſs, ( Eph. x. 
11.) Andthe Woman that hath to do with ſuch Perſons 
in ſuch Actions, is called - wagmua3s, a Sinner, a Perſon 
eminently, highly finful, Luke 7. 37. And how can 
ſhe bur be a great Sinner, who is an Actor in that which 
in the Scripture is called a great Wickednels, Gen. 39. 


9. 
And after this fin committed, it brings upon her Shame ; 
if a Maid, it robs her of her Glory, which was her Vir- 
ginity ; if a Widow, it robs her of her Honour, which 
was her Integrity. In Levit. 19. 29. it is faid, Do not pro- 
ftiture thy Daughter, to cauſe ber to be « Where. What _ 
: exe 
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21.17. the ir was not to take a Wi har Was 2 
Whore, or profane ; ſo alſo, v. 9. ſothat to be a Whore, is 
to be a And whe Woman, her Whoredom is a Profanation 
to her. When Tamar had a mind to deceive her Father- 
in-law, ſhe covered ber (elf with 4 wail, and wrapped ber ſelf, 
and [ate in anopen place. And when Judah (aw her, he thoug 
ber 10 be an Harlot, becauſe ſhe had covered ber face, Gen. 
38. 14, 15. The thing ( as it would ſeem by this ) was 
1 thoſe days fo , that ſhe that acted it, was a- 
ſhamed to ſhow her face when fhe did it, before, 
and after the doing of it. In our Laws the ſhame of the 
Fact lights on the Woman as well as the Man, who is to 
be a publick Spectacle to all Beholders, whether in Church 
or Market, as well as the Man. The very Name of a 
Whore, which the unto her ſelf thereby, hath fo 
much of Shamefulnels and Reproach, Diſhonour and Dif- 
grace in it, as nothing can have more. No greater filth 
can be thrown upon any, than what is comprehended in 
that Name ; worſe cannot well be ſaid of «a Woman, than 
that ſhe is a Whore; 'tis all Shame in one Word: And 
therefore miſchief abundance he doth 'ro a Woman that 
brings her under that Shame. 

And which 1s conſequent to her Shame, it brings upon 
her Puniſhment, ( or if you will, other Puniſhment 
the Shame.) If the Daughter of any Prieſt profaned ber 
ſelf by plain, the whore, ſhe was to be burned with Fire, Lev. 
21. 9. I of any other perſon did it, ſhe 
was to be ſtoned to Thus runs the Law in that Caſe, 
Deut. 2.21. They ſhall bring out the Damolel 16 the dior of 
ber Fathers houſe, and the men of the City ſhall ſtone her wit 
Stones, that ſhe die, becauſe ſhe bath wrought folly in Iſraet, to 
play the whore in her Fathers bouſe. 

The Adultereſs as well as the Adulterer, was ſurely to be 
put to death, Lev. 20. ro, If a Bond-maid were found 
puiley in this Caſe, tho ſhe was not to be put to death, 

cauſe ſhe was nor free,” yet ſhe was to be (courged, Lev. 19. 
20, Soſharp Puniſhment was the female der in this 
kind to undergo by the Law ; and there 1s no exemption 
from Puniſhment for them in the Goſpel : but Fornicators 
of What Sex {oever, are to be thrown out of the Church, 
to be ſhut out of Heaven, and to be turned into Hell, 


as we have already ſhown in the former part of this Dil- 
courle. 
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courſe. This fin is as miſchievous to the Woman with 
whom it is committed, as well as to the Man that com- 
mits it with her. 

Secondly, It is miſchievous to the Child that is ( if any 
be ) gor by ſuch finful Copulation. The Schoolmen make 
this © of Fornication, tumple Fornication, to be a dead- 
ly fin ; and chat in ſuch meaſure, that * Peratdus, a Papiſt, 
concludes, That if one who had never before ſinned in 
Thought, Word, or Deed, but had done all the good 
that could be imagined, ſhould once, and but once com- 
mit this fin, ex neceſſitate damngbriun, he muſt of neceſſity 
be damned, if he die without Repentance : Infomuch that 
if all the Maſſes that ever ſhall be ſaid by the Church to 
the Worlds end, ſhould be faid for him, non {iberarent cron 
4 morte ezerna, they could nor deliver him from eternal 
Death ; which they may co well ( by the way) to take 
notice of, that make (o light a matter of this deadly fin, 
as is commonly made of 1t. 

Now if we enquire into the 2round of the deadlineſs 
of this fan, we ſhall find it placed by them in the miſchie- 
vouſneſs of it to the Children of Fornication. || Formce- 
tio fimplex cum contra bonum educende prolis fit, tis illjcits 
ef, ut etiem fit lechdle crimen: This is the Concluſion of 
Aquinas in the Cale ; Simple Fornication, inaſmuch as it 
3 againſt the of the Off-ipring to be brought forth, 
is ſo unlawful, as that it is a dead!y fin. There is not 
that care ordinarily in Fornicators for the preſerving, and 
providing for their Children begotten in, and born of 
Fornication, that Nature obliges all Parents to take, and 
have of their Off-ſpring, and then doch this fin become 
unto the Committers of it, a deadly fin. 

And to look a little nearlier into this buſineſs, How ma- 
ny Children ſo begotten, are by one means or-other ſtifled 
in ther Mother's Womb, and murdered before they are 
born, or expelled thence before the time to biting torth, 
and fo killed in their very Burth ! 

Again, How many of theth ( to hide the Infamy and 
Shame of their Rirth') are by the Hands of the very Mo- 
thers of them, ſtrangled, or drowned, or acherwith de- 
ſtroyed as ſoon as they are born |! We need not go fo far for 
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inſtance, as to the Popes Ponds, out of which fix thou- 
ſand murdered Infants Skulls were taken. How feldom 
is there an Aſſize with ns, wherein there are not ſome or 
other arraigned for {uch Fats as theſe, the Murthers of 
Baſtards! 

Again, how many of them are, if not at firſt violently 
ſtrangled to death, yet afterwards leiſurely ſtarved ro death, 
and quite loſt for want of looking after ! Tho fome do, 
yet not very many of them live to be Men and Women. 
The Mother is aſhamed of it, and tho the hath nor a Heart 
out-right ro kill it, or hath no mind to be hanged for kil- 
ling of it, yet wiſhes it dead, and is wanting in afford- 
ing it means of Health and Life. And the Father, as not 
being cerrairn that it is his, (for ſhe that is falſe with cne, 
may be ſo with another ; and ſo none that hath to do with 
her, can be aſſured that it is is more than anothers ) he 
hath no affection for it, takes little or no care for the 
Maintenance and Education of it, and fo it ſeldom thrives 
and comes to good, 

The fight of it is the remembrance of its Parents fin, 
and a renewal of the ſhame, and therefore they ordinarily 
have neicker that love to it, nor care of it that Parent; 
have, or ought to tHave to, and for the Fruit of their 
Bodies ; fo that wanting the Effects of that Love and Care, 
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lo is c:linherited before it be born. 
And laſtly, What care foever be taken for it to pre: 
ſerve it in Lite, ard provide it cf Eftate for not 2ll arc 
. fo wicked, as to be fo cruel to, or carclets of it) yet 
the baſenels of its Birth is ſuch a Blot to its Name, fuch 2 
ſtain co its Honour, ſuch a Dilgrace to its Perton, as it is 
never able to wipe off. It is diforzcefully ſpoken of ur- 
on every occaſion ; and eipectally in any Quarre! ſhall be 
ſure to hear it ſelf called by the uſual ignomugicus 
Names. The bye-Blows even of Kings and Princes ſeldom 
have their Names in Chror.icles tranimirted ro Pofterity, 
but with a Brand of the Infamy of their Birth fer upon 
them, being remembre4 as the 52/» Sens of ſech or {uch 
a Prince. So milchievous in pojne of Life, Eſtate, an4 
Honour, 1s this $:n of Forrica' 
nicator, 
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Thirdly, It is miſchievous unto Religion: Ir brings a 
Scandal upon —_ as if that were a Religion char 
either at leaſt, did tolerate Fornication. And 
of thoſe fallow hat fin, may that of Satvian truly 
be ſaid ( de Gub. l. 4. Per fagiris ac turpitudines ſues, ne- 
men Religions infamant ; By their Wick and Filthi- 
neſſes they defame the Name of Religion. ' For what would 
a Civil Heathen, Turk, or Jew (ay other, but that the 
Religion it ſelf "could not , Whole: Profeſſors 
they ſaw to be fo bad. Si enim diſcerem,] bone wy 
For did they learn that which was good, they 
could not but be good. Talk profects Sefts quales > 
Sefaores; Such verily is the way they follpw, as 'the 
Followers of that way are. Hoc ſunt abſque' dubis quod 
of That undoubtedly they are, which they are 

to be. Ir appears therefore that their Prophets 
ary.c5 "Click he % — them filthineſs ; That the A- 
poſtles read, do teach them leannels ; 
and that - wir Be wherein they are inſtructed, do 
preach thoſe things which themſelves do practiſe. Thus 
do our Fornicators cauſe the way of Truth to be.ill-ſpoken of, 
and that Dofrine which is according unto Godlineſy, to be ac- 
counted an Inſtruftion unto Filthineſs ; than/ which no 
greater Miſchief can be done to Religion, no fouler Scandal 
can be brought on Chriſtianity. 

And as it is miſchievous unto Religion, ſo in the next 
= alſo = the ww G_ tor it Fans -! an 
| upon that, makes that be il]-rhought © -1 
ken of too: We may give an Inſtance in the Gnftick He. 


reticks of old ; theſe wretched Miſcreants taught all man- 


ner of filthineſs of Manners, made Wickedneſs to be a 
Religion. Theſe Practices of theirs gave great| occaſion to, 
the Enemies of the Lord ( both the unbelieving Fews, 
and infidel Heathers ) to blaſpheme. Their ly Pra- 
ices were laid ro the charge of the Orthodox Chriſti- 
ans, who were all judged luch as they were., And the 
like befell che Church again from the Debaucheries of the 
Carpocratians, who, as * Epiphanius \aith, were firted, and 
ſent forth by Satan, 65 Wea % ang tuner + F Ons WANs 
a1 ag, to the Reproach and Scandal of the Chureh of God, 
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Their filthy Aftings brought a baſe Report on the Pro- 
feffors of Chriſtianity, as it they were all ſuch as thoſe 
Hereticks were, none among them better than they. And 
eruly when the Whoredoms, with the other Wickedneſles 
of Chriſtendom , are known ( as known they are) to 
Fewr, Turks, and Pagans, what can they think, bur that 
the Church of Chriſt 1s a wicked Company of Reprobartes, 
rather than any holy Communities of Saints ; a. out of 
deteſtarion of their viciouſneſs, abſtain from joyning 
with them in their Communion ; as if it were as unlaw- 
ful now for Infidels ro joyn with Believers, as formerly ic 
was for Believers to have fellowſhip with latidels. 

Thus it is miſchievous to the Catholick Church, in re- 
ſpect of Infidels and Unbelievers abroad. 

And tothis particular Church it is no leſs miſchievous 
:n reſpect of Separariſts and Schilmaticks at home. 

For that ( eſpecially when ſo many ) Members of our 
Church do a& tuch filthine(s, gives them occaſon to cen- 
ſure hardly of us, as if we wete a Company of carnal 
Creatures, had none of the Spirit bf Chriſt abiding in us, 
and were not true Members ( and fo no true Church ) of 
Chriſt, and thereupon to ſtand off from our Communion, 
and rather live and die in Separation from us, than return 
to Union with us; and eſpecially when they fee ſuch 
Wickedneſs tolerated among us, or at leaſt connived ar 
by us, fo that the Actors of k pals unceaſured and unpu- 
niſhed tor what they do, being admitted not orfly into Ct- 
vil Commerce with us in worldly matters, but uyto facred 
Communion with us in' heavenly | Ordinances, the Word, 
Sacraments, and Prayer. The ferious Conſideration of 
this, were enough to make a pioks Heart not weep, but 
even bleed again with Grief. O, the heavy R h that 
lies upon this Church upon this account ! O, the lad mil- 
chief that is broughe upon it by this means ! 

And even the Remedy of thus, if the Church ſhall go ' 
about in earneſt to remedy it, will not be without mut- 
chief to the Church: For, O how many, O how great 
Perſons mult be cur off from the Church for this thing ! 
Of whoſe returning after fuch Excommunication, t 
Church could have bur lirtle hope ; and for whole ror 
returning after it, it could not bur have great Sorrow. 
And thus the Church of Chriſt * both the Catholick 
throughout all Chriſtendom, and the Particular with- 
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in this Kingdom, ſuffer by this Sta of Fornication. 

Neither does it end here, but laſtly, it is alſo miſchie+ 
yous to the Kinzdom, in reipett of the Perſons in it, and 
Deſtrufion npon 1t, Firſt, it defiles the Perſons thar are in 
it. Among the things that defile 4 man, Fornication is 
reckoned up for one, Math. ry. 18, and accordingly For- 
nication and Yncleanneſs go together 1n Gul, 5.|19. and Eph. 
ſ- 3 And to #/horemonger and uncle.in Perſon, Eph. 5.4.2 
detiles the Perſon that acts this Uncl-acnels by that Pollu- 
tion that flows from it unto their own perſons ; tor upon 
the commiſſion of this alſo,as of every other ih, the Actor 
doth nor oaly become a guilty perſon, bur alſo a filthy Per- 
lon ; filthy inthe ftght of God's Eye, as well as guilty 
of the brexch of God's Law ; ſuch a Perſon God hates to 
ſee, as well as is reſolved to judge. | 

And it defiles the Perſons of others that converſe with 
them, by the Contagion that it ſpreads by| their filthy 
Converlations, and Examples, into the Lives and Manners 
ot others ; one ſcabbed Sheep, as it 15 (aid by way of Pro- 
verb, deriving InfeRion into the whole Flock) O, 'tis a 
molt infetious Vice this ! the converſe of Fornicators 1s 
contagious, their very Breath 1s peſtilential,, their evil 
Word bur too to powerful to corrupt othet mens good 
mannery. 

Secondly, It brings Peſirudion upon it. For when the In- 
habitants are defhiled upon the Land, then is the Earth defiled 
under 1h: Iehabitants pberedf, (11. 24. 5- ) and that's a time 
borh for Go4 to-viſit upon the Inhabitants their Imquity, 
and for che Earth alto, becaule of their Inquiry, to vomit 
and {pue ovr the Inhabicanes, Lev. 18. 25, 28. 

A \mart inſtance there 1; of Gods Wrath againft a Na- 
tion for this fin, in Nwnb. 25. 1, &c. lreel began to commit 
Whoredom with the Daughters of Moab, end they\called the peo- 
ple unto the Sacrifices of their Gods, ( wherein|all hlhine(s 
and lewd2ets was committed, and even as & part of the 
Religioa ; ) and thereupon 41! the Heats of the people are 
commanded to be taken an4 hanged up betore the Lord by 
Mes; ant the Judges of Ira! are commanded t ſlay 


ev-ry one his mon 11422 were jorned to Baal-peor ;|1o that there 
were for an} twenry thoulan4 rhat died of! that Plague, 
winch brake 19 up91 them upon that occaſion, which was 
ſtayes by the Execurioa of Zimri and Corbi, fla by Phi- 
nes 13 hits Zonal, chriuting hin and her thorough the Belly 
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With his Javelin, as they lay together in the Tent. Oh, 
tis a Nation ruining, a Land deſtroying ( becaute a Land 
defiling ) fin, this tin of Fornication. And no doube bur 
the many Judgments that have been long and heavy upon 
us, whereby we have been brought to great defolarion, 
and even to the brink of the Pit of utter Deſtruction, 
have faln upon us, 1n a very great mealure, for this im- 

ent beaſtly fin of Fornication, which Kath ſpread ir 
lelf throughout the whole Land, fo that there is ſcarce a 
a2 Town in the Kingdom that hath not been more or leſs 
defiled with it: And, oh, not how many only, but how 
great Perſons allo are notoriouſly known to be guilty 
of it! who make that to be their Glory, which ſhould be 
their Shame, _y Abſolom on the top of the Houle, 
and in the ſight of the Sun, with a Face of Braſs, and Heart 
of Flint, being neither ſorry for it, nor aſhamed of ir: 
God in mercy in his due time convince them of it, and 
convert them from 1t. 

By this now, 1t appears how miſchievons this fin, even 
of fmple Fornication is, even unto others alio, beſides 
the Fornicator himſelf. 

But now where the Fornication is not ſimple, but is 
committed with Perſons that live in Wedlock, there, be- 
fides all the miſchiets, and thoſe in a higher meaſure and 

( as the fia is in a higher mealure and degree 
more ſinful) there are other Miſchiefs alſo that come 
thereby. O, the vexation of that Man or Woman, who 
is poſſeſſed with the-Spirit of * Jealoufie upon ſuch occa- 
fions! What Brawls ! what Quarrels! what hghtings be- 
ewixe Man and Wife, and ixt Neighbour and 
Neighbour?, and berwixt Rival and Rival, are occa- 
fioned hereby ! Yea, how much fin is this many times 
the occaſion of ! what lying, and ſwearing, and curſing, 
and railing, is there about it ! Here one hangs himſelt for 
grief at his Wive's Diſloyaley ; .there another poyſons her 
Husband, or drowns her lelf, our of rage for her Hut- 
band's Diſhoneſty. Here a Huxband turns Whoremaſter 
to cry quit with his Wife ; an there a V/ite turns Whore 
to cry quit with her Husband ; I know not whether more 
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fooliſhly, or more wickedly, chuſing rather to hazard the 
Damnation of their ow: Souls, than not to be revenged 
on the other for their unfaithfulneſs with their Bodies. 
It were ſmall to ſay how ready a way this makes, and 
what a wide Sluce it opens for the Eſtate and Livelihood 
ro run out at, and tor Ruiae and Deſtrudion to runin 
Grace and Glory, Heaven and Happineſs are forfeited by 
it ; Sin and Mylery, Hell and Damnation are incurred . 
through it. 

Now when unto the Sin, and Shamefulneſs, and Toil- 
ſomne(s, and Exfenſrueneſs of this fin, there 1s yet further 
added this Confideration of the great Miſchrevouſneſs of 
it, and that ſo many ways,not only to the Fornicater bimfelf, 
but to the Fife and Child of Fornication ; yea, to Chri- 
ſtien Religion it ſelf, and the Church of Chriſt, both the #ni- 
werſal throughout the World, and this Particuler within 
this Kingdom, and even to the whole Nation and Kingdom 
ze ſelf; what can be ſaid > what can-be thought, that may 
be added to beget ina man a greater on of this 
kn, and fironglier incline hin to obey this Command 
of God given by his Apoſtle in the Text, which i to flee 
Fornication: God bleſs what hath hitherto been done 
that it may be effectual to thar; in thoſe that ſhall read 


it, 

And thus I have diſpatched the third thing deſigned 
by me to be done upon this Poine, which was to give 
you ſome Conſiderations by way of Motive to preis on 
to the flying of this Sin. 


IV. I ſhall now proceed to the fourth and laſt thing, 
which is, To give you [ome Direfions for the flying of it. 

But before I begin with my DireCtions, it may not be 
amiſs by the way to conſider, whether that which the 
DireCtions tend to, the flying of Fornication, be @ thing 
feaſible, that it may' be done or no ; it it be @ thing that 
a man may fly, then it may be ro purpoſe to give Directi- 
ons for the flying of it. But if it be a thing that a man 
cannot fly, then all the Directions that can be given, will 
be in vain, and it will be but loſt-labour to ſpeak of them. 
And it 1s no needleſs Inquiry this, becauſe there are Per- 
ſoas that ſeek to juſtitie their Commiſſion of this fin, by 
the impoſſibility of their abſtaining from its Commiſſ- 
on. 

Now 
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Now in the fiſt place, I cannot underſtand why our 
Apoſtle ſhould enjoyo the Corinthians here to flee Forak 
cation, if it were a thing 2 man cannor flee. Doth the 
Spirit of God give any unneceflary Preſcriptions? or 
Chriſt impoſe any impoſſible Injun&tions > How then is 
Chriſt's yoke eafie, and bis burden light > Yea, how are his 
Commandments any other but grievous? What chuſfing 
can there be to keep, or not keep an impoſhble Precepe ? 
And what fin can there be in the 44, where there is 
no choice in the Will? Nemo peccat in eo quad vitare non fox 
reft ; No man fins in doing that which he cannot poſſibly 
but do, if we believe St. Auguſtine. 

Ir is terue, by the meer ſtrength of our own Free- 
will, we can nether keep this, nor any other Precepe of 
Gods; for without me ( faith our Saviour, Fon 15.5. ) ze 
can do nothing : Neither ( as the Apoſtle ſaith ) are we ſuffi- 
Chent of our (elves, to think any thing as of our (elves, 2 Cor, 
3. 5. but onr ſufficiency is of God. Yet by the ſufficiency 
which we have from God, we may be enabled to keep 
this, or any other Precept: Tho our Free-wiil be nor, 
yet his grace is ſufficient for us, to enable us thereto, If be 
work in us to will and tw do of bis good pleaſure, then thro 
his good pleaſure we can both will and do. Then faith Se. 
Paul, I can do all things thro" Chriſt, which ſtrengthenerbane, 
Phil. 4.13. And as God cannot be overcome of evil, fo 
neither will he ſuffer us to be rempred above what we are 
«ble, if we ſeek to him for ſtrength, bur will with the 
temptation make way ta eſcape, that we may be able to bear 
It, 1 Cor. 10. 13, Thence our Saviour taught us to pray, 
not to be l:4 into ( that is, not to be left to our telves in, 
and overcome by any ) Tempration. 

And let us a little conſider whence it is that our For- 
mcator, who complains of his Unablenels to contain, is 
enforced and conſtrained to this fin ? Is it from God, or 
from the Devil, or fromthe Homan, or from his own fl-ſb> 
From Geof it cannot be,” for he only permits it, he doth not 
necefſitate to it by any Impulſe or Decree of his. From 
the Devil it cannot be, for he commonly tempts, he can- 
not enforce to fin. From the Woman it cannot be, for ſhe 
can only allure, ſhe cannor compel. ( Not to fay that 
the greateſt Complainers, that they cannot forbear this ſin, 
are the greateſt Tempters:of Women to it.) And from 
tis own Fl:fþ it cannot be, becauſe that may diſpoſe him 
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to a Deſire, but it cannot conſtrain him fo the AR, both 
becauſe God hath given him Reaſon to bridle his Will, if 
he will make uſe ot it, and will give tim grace to ſub- 
due his Paſſhon, if he will but ſeek for it. 

The Plea of Cant, is a meer pretence, and that a 

oundleſs one ; Wh: Will not that is in fault. If poy- 
on be offered them in Meat or Drink, they can forbear 
that, if they know of it; and can they not as well forbear 
Fornication, which is as deſtruQive to the Soul, as Poyſon 
tothe Body > When their Luſt is never fo hot, they can 
forbear while any body is by ; and can they not then for. 
bear at al! times, fince God himſelf is always by them, 
and his holy Angels never from them > What they have a 
mind to fave ( their Wine, or any thing elſe they affe& ) 
they can keep well enough, and why not their Chaſtity » 
Undoubtedly as well that as any thing elſe, fo the ſame 
, care be uſed to keep that which is uſed to keep other 
things. 

No doubr, but in the height of their Luſt, a good con- 

deration, as a great Summ of Mony, or the offer of a 
Crown or Kingdom, would hire them to contain them- 
ſelves ; ora great Danger would fright them into Chaſti. 
ty, as if they ſaw that after the Fat commurted, they 
ſhould forthwith drop into a flaming Furnace ; or if 
they ſaw that there were no place to commit it-in, but a 
Red of Fire, why therr cannot Heaven allure them to con- 
tinence > Why cannot Hell affright them from Incontines- 
cy? Heaven, which for Wealth and Glory, exceeds all 
Rewards ; Hell, which for Horrour and Torment, tran- 
ſcends all Pains. : 

The moſt paſſionately amorous can contain for a time 
upon Promiſe or hope of Enjoyment of his Pleaſure : And 
cannot he then, if he will, contain for always, when bet- 
ter Pleaſures and Enjoyments are afſured to him upon his 
Continency, unto all Eternity ? If upon any Confideration 
he can contain for a Day, a Week, or for a Month, then 
why not for a longer time, even all his life long, upon a 
better Conſideration than any that can be made to him 
of things on Earth, even the but uſing to ſorbear for a 
while, will the better enable him for a total Forbearance ; 
for as vicious, ſo virtuous Habits get ſtrength by uſe, 
and increaſe by continuance. Nar 1s it to be dou 
but where God ſees the Heart {incerely fer upon a 
purpole, 
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ſe, he will there ſet in with his Grace, and furniſh 
with Ability, and ſtrengthen unto performance. 

And how knows he that pleads the Impoſlibility of 
Continence, but that he may be chaſte, if he will > Did 
he ever take right Advice about it? Did he ever make « 
true Tryal of that Advice? Undoubtedly never any man 
made that Plea, chat took right Advice, and made a Try- 
al. The Plea of Impoſliblility, is only made out of cun- 
ning to prevent Advice, and ſuperſede all Tryal, and is 
the higheſt piece of Sophiſtry chat the Devil can cheat 
any man withal ; for let him once work @ man into a 
—— of that, and then the next News 1s, that the 

eins of his Luſt are thrown into the Neck of him, and 
he rides full drive, without ſtop or ſtay, in # high Cz+ 
reer to Hell and Damnation. 

And now having blown away that thin Cob-web, pre- 
tence of Im tity of keeping this Precept of our A- 
poſtle, 1 go on with my intended Work, and give 
thoſe DireQions, which, if faithfully and carefully obs 
ſerved, will ſufficiently qualify any man to be Continent, 
and enable him to flee Fornicarion. 

And, firſt, Not to direct you to that courſe, which yer 
our Saviour tells us that ſome have taken for the Kingdom 
of Heevens ſake, and of which he allo faith, He that is able 
ro receive it, let him receive it, Mat. 19. 12. Which Origen 
alſo in the primitive Times did, and made himſelt an 
Funuch, becauſe there is no Virtue in, no Praile for ab- 
ſtaining from that fin which one is not able to commit, (tho 
the bur bare freedom from ſo imperuous a Luſt, acd 
fo troubleſom a Temptation, might be worth all the Pain 
and Trouble of either a Ph Emalſculation, or a Me- 
chanical Eviration, ) I ſay, not to adviſe any to make an 
Eunuch of himſelf, 1 ſhall in the firſt place, to thole thar 
are Anmerried, in order to cheir abſtaining from Forni- 
cation, if otherwiſe they are not able to contain them- 
ſelves, give that Advice which the Apoſtle Se. Paul gives 
in 1Cor,7. 9. and that is, t8 marry, Having before, v. 8. 
acknowledged it good for them, if they did abide as he 
did ; that is, keep themſelves unmarried ; notwithſtaod- 
ing he adds an Advice to marry, it they cannot otherwile 
keep themſelves chaſte : Bur ( faith he) if they cannot con- 
tein, let them marry ; for it is better to marry than to durn, 
As if he had ſaid, Tho m_ Lile may in ſome get 
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be to be preferred before the married Condition, yet if 
any find not in themſelves ability and ſtrength to abſtain, 
and preſerve Chaſtity, let them marry in God's Name ; 
it is 1nfinicely better than ſo to do, and preſerve Conju- 
gal Chaſtity, than by rejecting the uſe of that Remedy, 
ro. be inflamed with vehement burning Deſire, and per- 
haps break out into unnatural Praftices. And hence our 
Church declaring the Cauſes for which Matrimony was 
orined, tells us, that is was ordained (among othet things) 
for a remedy againſt ſin, ard ts tveid Formcation, that ſuch 
perſons ar have 161 the gift of continency, might marry, and 
keep themielces wedefi led members of Chriſt's Boly. Thus 
* Se. Ambroſe, Lieo com jugit 11bi darumeſt jus, ne in laquezem 
mcidas, Of cum alierd muliere delinquas ; Marriage 15 al- 
lowed you to prevent your falling into a Snare, and com- 
mitting Fornication. Andto this purpole is that advice of 
Pluarch, touching, young Mea, ( de Educ. lib.) Danda eft 
opera, ut mairimmio vincaantur, quod et tutiſſimum jurven- 
tatis vinculum; That care be taken to get them married, 
as the ſafeſt way ro keep them chaſte. Here now for the 
ſatisfa&tion of Natural Defires, and for the prevention of 
unlawful Praftices, here, I fay, is one Remedy for the 
Unmarried, ordained by God, approved by man both 
Chriſtian and Heathen; if they cannot otherwile contain, 
let them marry. 

But becauſe neither can all, at leaſt, not at all times , 
make uſe of this Remedy ; and becaule even this Remedy 
alone where it is had, is not enough with with ſome to 
keep them chaſte, I ſhall therefore go on to give you, 
other -Dire@tions, and thoſe ſuch as will indifferencly con- 
cern all, whether married or uamarried. 

Secondly, Therefore in order to the flying of Fornica- 


tion, watch and quench the firſt Motions of the Spirit of , 


Impurity within your ſelves; ſuppreſs and Rifle the firſt 
Defires- and Thoughts of Uncleanneſs that arile in your 
Hearts. Tis eaſier to deal witha ſpark than with a ' 
to cruſh an Egg, than kill a Cockatrice: A ſpark, if it 
get vent to quicken it, will rage toa flame ; and the Cocka- 
erice Fpg, if it ger warmth to hatch it, will break our in- 
to a Serpent ; giveno way to that which will ruine you, 
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no life rothat which will deſtroy you : Principih objtg ; 
keep down the firſt rifings of the Fleſh, {mother che ti 
breathings of Luſt ; choak the firſt Imaginations of Un- 
cleannefs ; ſtrangle the firſt defires of {mpurity : Cut the 
throat of your Luſts in the Intancy of them, or daſh the 
brains of them againſt the Stones, any way get rid of 
them, and as ſoon as you can; let not a vain Thought 
have any lodging in your Boforn, not a carnal Defire have 
any abiding in your Breaſt, The beginning of a Tempta- 
tion 1s the time to ſhow our greateſt Valour and Vigi- 
lance in. And therefore run the Sword of the Spirit co 
the Heart of Luſt ir! the very firſt appearance of it. Say 
to thy ſelf, the Law hath faid, Thou ſba/t not cover, thou 
ſhalr nor luſt, and ſhall I give way to carnal Deſires, to 
fleſhly Luffs > 1 will not doit ; avant, be gone away from 
me, ye vain Thoughts, ye unclean Motions, ye impure 
Imaginations, I will neither a&t, nor think bf any tuch 
thi It with this Vigilancy you ſhall attend, with this 
Reſolution oppoſe, with this Courage fet upon, defign, 
and endeavour the deftruftion of Luſt in its fiſt motions 
and apperances, you will, no doubt, Fave a noble and 
cheap Viftory over it ! you will overcome it, and ſubdue 
it with eaſe and certainty : Bur give it time, and it will 
ſoon grow too hard to be over-maltered by you. 

Thrrdly, Hold no diſpure againſt any Temptations to 
Uncleannels: To _— with it, 1s the way to be over- 
come by it, or highly endangered thi6 it: Arguments 


* againſt jr do bur inrage it to come upon us with a ſhar 


int, of the keen edge of a more vigorous Reply. They 

vil lenve an il] liſh epon the Toague, and a ba imac 
upon the Fancy. Hear the Temptation but ſpeak for it 
ſelf, and before you are aware, it infinuates 1t felt into 
the Boſom of you, and is in your Heart before you can 
think it got into your Head, with an ualeen Fire, and 
unſenſible Power, it melts you into ſoftneſs, and diſſolves 
you into yield: Good therefore in this caſe 15 the ad- 
vice of St. Augiuftiae : Core libidinis impetum afprehende 
ſugam, fi vis obtinere viftoriom, So St. Ambroſe : Cam aliis 
witite poteſt experi confliine, banc fugize ue approximetis, 
quia non poteft aliter melius vinci. Againſt a Temptation ta 
Uncleannefs, fight is not ſo good as flight for the obtain- 
ing of Victory. He that would conquer Fornicatian , 
muſt, (as out Apoſtle faith W- Fornicaiion; that is, oy 
+ tne 
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the Temptation to it, ſtand no diſpute with it, maig. 
tain no conteſt againſt it, but wholly throw it” off, and 
"lay it afide; give it no con.fideration, but run away from 
ie, as Foſeph did from his tempting Miſtrefs. Non fugatur, 
n'ſs fugiatur ; The only way to put it to flight, is to flee 
away from it. Had our Great Grandmother Eve done 
ſo at the firſt with the Devil s Tempration, had ſhe given 
no ear to his Words, fet no eye upon the Fruit, held no 
diſpute with him, had no conſideration of that, but turn. 
ed her ſelf, and gone away from him and it, ſhe had noe 
been the Mother of ſo much Sin and Miſery, as ſhe hath 
been to her Poſterity. In Gen. 3. 17. the ground is curſed, 
and Ad4zm cordemned to eat 1n ſorrow of 27 all the days 
bis Life. What's the cauſe? why, becauſe he had bearkened 
wnio the voice of bis Wife, tempyng him to eat of the for- 
bidden Fruit. He ſhould not have hearkened to any Tem- 
pration to that, nay, ( according to the Septuagints Ver. 
hon ) he ſhould not have heard any Temptation to it. 'Tis 
there In axozs, becauſe thou haſt, not bearkened , as we 
read, but heard the woice of thy Wife. In order therefore 
to the avoiding of this fin, neither hearken to the Per- 
ſwaſon, nor io much as hear the voice of Temptation 
to it, but rejet it; and ( as Hercules did from the Mon- 
ſters of Lybis, that had the faces of beautiful Women, bur 
__ and Tails of cruel _ run away from 
, by turning your ſelf to flober T ts, or 
your felf to Faudable buſineſs ; as yt in the mes + o 
Aliquid agam, ne hoc agam ; lo do you, do ſomething, do 
any thing that you may not do this ; that you may have no 
leifureto a&, or think of any ſuch thing, 
" And if you be alone when the Temptation begins its 
aſſault upon you, abide no longer in that ſolitarineſs, a- 
bandon the place, and quit the held, as I may fay, get 
into Company forthwith, bur that ſuch, as by the gravity 
of it may awe you into Chaſtity ; or by the cheartulnets 
of it, may divert your Thoughts, and put the Tempta- 
tton quire out of your mind. In this cale we may fay 
by the Tempred, as God laid by Adam before Eve was 
created, ('G-n. 2. 18. ) It 1s not good for man to be alone. Yea, 
as Solomon faith, Ecclef. 4. 10. Wo to bim that is alone when 
be falleth, viz. inte this remptation, if hc {cek not to get 
other Company to himſelf, to get himle'f into the Com- 
pany of Men, or howeyer to get God 11: Company on 
um- 
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himſelf. Tndeed to run to Men and God both, is beſt in 
fuch caſes, to God for ſtrength againſt, and to Men for 
diverſion from the Temprarion. : 

Fourchly, Avoid all occaſions of Tempration to this fin, 
all things that may externally provoke to luſt, or put in 
mand of it, inſt or incourage to it : They are many, 
and foe I ſhall mention. 

rt. Avoid Society and Converſe with men that are given 
that way, and eſpecially at times and places, when and 
where they are to act their flchineſ(s,or but deſign to do its 
Their Actions, their Words,their Geſtures have Miſchief in 
them, and are mighty to corrupt. If a Man touch Pirch, 
he ſhall be defiled therewith. Ye may looner to CON- 
verie with Perſons that have the Plague, and not be infefted 
by them, than to converſe 'with perſons given to laſcivicuſl- 
nefs,and eſcape being corrupted and debauched among them ; 
their evil Words will corrupt your good Manners. Kaxeis 
GWuAGY X, ay 3; infiion xaxds, faith Menender : To converſe 
with thoſe that are naught, is the way for you to become - 
naught yous ſelf. For as Seneca faith, Malignas comes, 
quanrois candide & fimplici rubiginem juem affricat ; Ag 
ugly-condition'd Companion rubs the Ruſt of his own Ma- 

1gnity upon him that is otherwiſe fair-condition'd, and 

in-hearted, and infects him with it. With Wolves a 
than ſhall become to how!; and with Cripples to halt; 
tuch C y, ſuch Companions : But of all ill Compa- 
mons, laſcivious ones are the worft ; lixe People that have 
the Plague on them, they defirg and delight, love and long 
to draw in others into the ſame Puddle and Sink of filtht- 
neſs with themſelves, to-infet and poiſon them with the 
Venom of their own Vice, to debauch and corrupe them 
into the ſame lewdneſs of manners that themlelves aze 
guilty of. Therefore as you would avoid the fin of Forni- 
cation, lo avoid foctety with Formicators. 

2. Avoid all Communication, and Commerce with Wo- 
men of wagton Carriage and Converſation : No Danger 
more dangerous than that. Women ( however accounted 
the weaker Veſſel) overthrew $:mp/on the ſtrongelt, and 
Solomon the wiſeſt, Mars and Fupiter the highelt and 
ſtrongeſt of Heathen Gods. Tth-ir Arts to feduce a © 
powerful and prevailing ; their Temprations tubtil and 
piercing ; their Blandiſhments delicate and meltiog ; c>eic 
Words are charming, their Looks irchanting, the Kifes 
killing,cheic Hairs aie Stares to 14k e, heir bu ge! - are Ferre 
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ters to hold, and their Glancings are Darts to deftro 
their Prey ; cheir very niceneſs, and ſhines, and c 
are inflaming: What then are their direft and downright 
inticings, courtings, and tempting, but enraging and un- 
doing > And theretore if you preſerve your ity, you 
muſt avoid fuch venerous female Society. Prudent and 
exemplary was the carriage of Fofeph in this caſe, as it is 
ſet down in Gen. 3y. 10. when no ſaying of his wanton 
tempting Miſtreſs nay, would ſerve her turn, he then 
avoided her preſeiice, and hearhened not wneo ber, to lie by 
oy ee db So = 20 if ou nn 
pe being rut y them. Chaſtity among ſuch per+ 
ſons, is as a Ship among Rocks ; the ic ouchesuponk 
it ſplits. Have therefore no unneceſſary Commerce with 
them, no private Talks and Whiſpers in the ny 
of others; no cloſe Communications alone by your ſelves ; 
touch them not with Lip or Hand, as you mean not to 
be raken and defiled with them ; there's Pitch and Bird. 
lime in their Lips and Fingers, and Itch of Amorouſneſs 
of Skin all over ; and ye may as well hope to take Fire 
in your Boſom, and hug a Flame without being burnt 
as to admit a rude Woman withia your Embraces, and 
not be all on fire within with the heat of Luſt. ( Omni- 
bus igitur modis laſctua mulieris vitandus occurſus eft , D. 
Ambroſ. in Apolog. Dand.,) In a word, neither m preſence, 
nor at diſtance, by ſpeaking or writing, enher make 
Courtſhip or Complement to them, or have any Converſe, 
or hold any Correſpondence with them, but utterly fly 
them, and avoid them as Dragons in the Shapes, or ra- 
ther, as Devils in the Bodies of Women, with the 
Tongues and Faces of Virgins: In that ſhape, as Beds 
fancies, the Old Serpent deceived our firſt Parents, and 
with that ſhape he continues to this day to deſtroy their 
Poſterity : For as So/gmon in his Proverbs, c. 5. v. 3, 7c: 
faith, The lips of 2 firange Woman drop as « Honey<comb, 
end ber mouth is {moother than Oyl : But her end is bitter as 
Wornmmood, ſharp as 4 rwo-edged Sword : Her feet go down 
10 Death, ber feps take bold of Hell : Thither at laſt ſhe 
oes her lelf, and thither ſhe lends and carries many more 
E:des her. 

To put many things together for brevity ſake, avoid 
the ipeaking of any wanton Words, and ( if poſhble ) 
the hearing of avy ſpokea ; allo the reading of any laic, 
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vious Books or Verſes, fi , or hearing ſung any filthy, 
obicene Ballads and Songs ; allo the beholding of any = 
either of ſhameful Parts, and Actions them- 
elves, or the Pictures of them ; and to be an Actor in, 
or a Spectator of any wanton Plays or Shows *, Balls or 
Dances, or other laſcivious Revels, which by the gariſh 
Drefles, amorous Words, and wanton Geſtures uſed there. 
in, do not only inſtru, bur ſtir up ro Uncleannefs. Ca- 
to, tho a wiſe Man, yet a meer Heathen, would not en- 
dure to be a Beholder of ſuch Wantonries in the Floral 
Plays, bur rather choſe to avoid the Theater. 'O, theſe 
things that I have now mentioned, are the great and 
common Bane of Modeſty, the Ruine of Chaſtity, the De- 
bauch and Corruption of the Manners of all. both Gemery 
and Commonalty ; they are Satan's Artillery which he le- 
vels at, and ſhoors againft, and batters down our Integri- 
ty withal ; or rather, they are Matches dipt in the Brim- 
one of the Fire of Hell, tor che enkindling and enflaming 
us with Luft, to the conſuming and deſtroying of our 
Chaſticy. la a word, they are thoſe ſweet Baits with 
which the Devil baits his Hooks, and takes the precious 
Souls of men captive; firſt drawing them by thoſe Plea 
ſures to fin, and then dragging them, for their fin, to dam - 
nation. Have you beheld an ugly Spider ſpin a fine and 
curious Web, and take his Prey, and draw it into his 
Hole, and then devour it? Ye have ſeen an Image of the 
foul Devils laying theſe pleaſing and delightful Snares, 
and catching Souls therein, an! haling them to Hell, and 
if ye like not the end 
of that Spore, then- have nothing to do in the beginning 
of the Play ; as ye would | your 1es pure 
from unchaſt Defilements, and both Souls and Bodies ſafe 
from the Damnation of Hell for being defiled, to avoid 
theſe Ocrafions of Provocation to luſt after ſtrange Fleſh, 
and ro commir the fin of Fornication. 

Fifthly, Avoid thoſe Vices, and ſubdue thoſe Paſ. 
fions, which inwardly diſpole to luſttulneſs, and incice to 
| Fornication, ſuch as Pride, Anger, Coveroulnels, Idle- 
neſs, Curioſity, Drunkennels, Gluttony, tor which 
ſee Prov. 23. 


* Salvien. 1,6. |\Vid. D. Patrick's Paraph. wfon the place. 
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1. Pride, Ghar diſpoſeth a man to think very goodly of 
himſelf, that he deſerves to be the Obje&t of all Eyes and 
Hearts, and ſo that he hath a commanding Power over 
all Womens AﬀeCtions, ſo that he can but ask their good 
Wills, and have their Conſents, as if it were an Honour to 
be his Whore, and a happineſs to them, that they may 
have the fruition of ſuch an Enjoyment ; and this puts 
him firſt upon tempting others, and then betrays him to 
be tempted and overcome by others himſelf. 

And beſides, * Luſt is obſerved many times to be 'the 
Puniſhment of a proud Man, to tame the Vanity of his 
Pride by the Shame and Afﬀronts of Unchaſtity. 

2., Fly Anger. «The iraſcible and concupiſcible Appe- 
tice, or ( if you will) Anger and Luft are but the 
AﬀeGtion under ſeveral Confiderations, and do cohabir 
and dwell together in the ſame place, even in the Heart 
of Man, as our Moraliſts ſay. And the ſame intemperate 
heat that makes Anger, does enkindle Luſt : And there- 
fore that ye may avoid the one, avoid »the other ; over- 
come your Anger, that you may not be overcome of Luſt, 
and ſo commit Fornication. 

. Flee Covetonſneſs. The love of meney ( the Apoſtletells 
wh is the 'root of all evil, 1 Tim. 6. 10. of this Evil, no 
doubt, it is ia many the very Root. Of old the Poets de- 
ſcribed chis in their fiRtion of Fupiter's raining himſelf into 
Danar's Lap in a ſhower of Gold ; as meaning thereby to 
ſhew what a Power there is in Gold to corrupe Chaſtity, 
and that the love of Money is the Root, as of other Vi- 
ces, o allo of this of Fornication. And we fee the Pra- 
Etice of it every- day, infinite almoſt every where, being 
diſſolved ( thro the love of Money ) into a willingneſs to 
conſent to the Act of Uncleanneſs, with much lefs than a 
ſhower of Gold rained into their Laps, even with a hand- 
ful of Gold or Silver, and perhaps a leſs quantity of et- 
ther put-into their Hands. How many Women do, for 
love of Money ( like Flora of old among the Roman, or 
Thais among the Grecians ) proſtitute their Bodies to all 
Comers, that will go to, or givethe Price of their Whore- 
doms ! Yea, ( which is a ſhame to ſpeak ) how many men 
are there, that 1or love of the ſame, do, as it were, let 
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themſelves out to hire for Stallions to ſatisfie the inor- 
dinate Luſts of inſatiable, laſcivious, bruitiſh Wantons ! 
Covetouſneſs then is a mighty Faftor of Luſt, and there. 
fore ſubdue that, if you mean not to be ſubdued by this ; 
which are ſo near a-kin, that one word, <A49riZia, 15 made 


uſe of in Scripture to ſignihe both, and as untimating that * 


he that is given to one, may eaſily be drawn into the 
cther ; whereupon it follows, that ye mult fly the one, if 
you mean not to follow the other ; that ye muſt avoid 
Covertoulneſs, if ye purpoſe to fly Fornication. 

4. Fly Idleneſs. The Soul of man is a buſie thing, can- 
not but be doing ; ic muſt, it will have ſome Employ- 
ment, and if it have no good, it will have evil. The 
idle man therefore that finds his Soul nothing of good to. 


imploy ir ſelf about, gives it leifure, and opportunity, - 


and a temptation to let it ſelf looſe unto Vanity, and to 
give Entertainment unto wanton Imaginations, laſcivious 
and luſtful Thoughts, upon the tirſt, and every occalionof 
ſuch thinking. 

And again, the Body of man, by the labour of buſineſs 
and exerciſe, is freed much from the fuperfluity of thoſe 
Humours, which are the Fomes and Fuel of Luſt. But 
Where this is wanting, there the luperfluity of that naugh- 
tines is fo great, as that like a Coal-mine that is fired 
within it ſelf by the abundance of ſulphureous and bitumin- 
ous matter immixed with it, it heats and kindles in the En- 
trails, and rages within the Breaſt and Bolom, and burns 
thraughout the. whole Body. 

As therefore a man of Buſineſs and Labours is ſeldom 
much given, if any thing inclined to this fin , ſo oa the 
other fe it is obſerved, that no eafie, healthful, and idle 
perſon ever was chaſt, it he could be tempted. For Luſt, 
( as a * learned Biſhop once ſaid ) uſually creeps in at 
thoſe. emptineſſes where the Soul is unimployed, and the 
Body at eaſe. And the witty Epigrammauſt well ob- 
lerved this Saying : 


Quaritur Fgyſibus quare fit faflus adulter, 
In promptu cauſe ejt, dejudioſus erat. 


thn. it. 
— - ns 
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Wherein he gives the Idleneſs of Zeyſthas to be the cauſe 
of his being an Adulterer : And above all Idlenefs, the 
Idleneis of the Bed and Couch is moſt pernicious ; the 
ſoft Bed is the ſource of unclean Thoughts, and the Mo- 
ther of wanton Defrres. The time when David fell a luſt. 
ing after Barhſbeba, ſeems to have been ſuch an idle time 
as this with him ; it wasan Eventide, after he had been 
lolliag on his Bed, and was riſen thence, and was walk- 
ing on the Roof of his Houſe, 1 Sam. 11. 2. Idlenefs we 
ſee, eſpecially of the Bed, difpoſes ro laſcivionineſs, and 
is an Enemy to Chaſtity ; for as the Poet ſaid, | 


Otia þs tollas, prrifre Cupidinis artes. 


Take away Idleneſs, and all Cupid's Arts and Darts loſe 
their Efficacy and Force ; Diſpoſitions to Uncleanneſs waſt 
away, and Temptations to it are ineffecive : And there- 
fore as you would not be given to Laſciviouſneſs, be not 
given unto Idl-neſs, but fill up your time with fevere 
and uſeful pp of both Mind and Body in con- 
cerning Bufinels, and fignificant Labour, and follow that 
as ye would flee Fornication. 

5. Flee Curioſity; that eſpecially which lies in the Eye 
"Ex T4009 79 4220, from looking comes luſting,was an old 
Etymological Obſervation. Oculis exciratur libito, the Eye 
is a great inflamer of Luſt. Q; iv, &s twdrhy! He vi- 
di, ut perit, ut me malus abſtulit error ! So the Greek and 
Latin Eclogiſts ; As ſoon as I began to look, I began to 
luſt, and ro be inflamed with filthy Defires ; to be mad 
on her I had ſeen. In Mat. 5. 2$. firſt comes looking on 
a Woman, and then lufting after, and then committing A- 
dultery already with her in his Heart. -So in 2 Pet. 2. 14- 
we read of Fyes full of Adultery: There, at the Eye fin 

pins. * Feneftre oculus eft, the Eye is the Window by 
which Luſt finds entrance into the Heart. Fofeph's Mi- 
ſtreſs firſt caſt her Eye upon Foleph, and then ſhe ſaid, Lie 
ub me, Gen. 39. 7. Firſt ſhe looked, and then ſhe luſt- 
ed. 
And therefore if you would avoid this fin of Fornication, 
ſtop that paſſage of it eſpecially, that of the Window, 
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that of the Eye. * Cue ne per feneſfrom introeat amore, 
libido penetret ; Take heed get not into your Heart by 
the Window of your Eye. Non vis amore capi, noli im 
ſperiem mulieris intendere ; Would you not be taken by, 
_—_— not look upon a "Woman; rake heed of curious 
and viewing of her, ſo as to conſider her Beauty, 

_ her PerteCtions ; gaze not upon her, you may 
as well face a Bafilizh as her: Burt above all, =, heed of 
prying into, or looking any naked part of her more 
than what 15 ſeemly, and civil ro behold. Eye no ſecret 
part of her, whether purpoſely ——y or acciden- 
tally unbared. Remember what a miſchief David 

by ſuch a caſual Look ; From the roof of bis houſe be fon 
4 Woman wa hoy lelf, and then no way, but he 

have her to lie with hum, 1 Som. 11. 2, 4+ EEE 
as holy Job Fd, Fob 31.1. and make a Covenars with your 
Eyes ; that's the way neither to look, or think on Maid 
or Wife ſo as to luſt after her, and ſo one proper Expe- 
diene for the flying of Fornication. 

' 6. Flee Drunkenneſs : This is an Apoſtolical Advice, Be 
net drunk with Wine, (fo our Apoſtle, Eph. 5. 18.) for there- 
in is exceſs, «'owria, as if he had ſaid, Thence iprings all 
manner of lewdnefs and filthinels, it debauches to all man- 
ner of laſciviouſneſs and lewdneſs. || Oculis excitetur hi- 
bids, fed ebrietate ſuccenditur ; The Eye ſtirs up Luſt, bur 
Drunkenneſs ſets it on fire. *: Proximus 4 Libero parre 
ad inconceſſam Venerem eradus eft ; There is but one ſte 
from exceſſive Wine to unlawful Luft. Drunkards 
Whoremaſters go together ; and 'tis rare who is one, 1s 
not the other. Vino accenditur libido, ebrietate inflammatur, 
faid Eric. Putecinus, Wine kindles Luſt, Drunkenneſs in- 
flames it. Immoderate Wine purs the Body into exceſſive 
heat, and the exceſs of that heat inrages it with untamed 
Luſt : And therefore wittily ( ro note thus much unto 
us) did the ancient Poets match Fulcaz and Yenus, 1.e. 
Heat and Luſt rogether. Lor's Daughters made their Fa- 
ther drunk with Wine, and the next-news you hear of 
him, is, That in his Drunkennefs he lay with, and com- 
mitted Inceſt with his own Daughter, ( Ger. 19. 33.8&c. ) 
Er: quem Sodoma non vicerat, vind vicernnt,D. Hier. ad Ocean, 


* St, Ambrol. || Teid. * Valer. Maximus. 


Solomon 


64 A Treatiſe 


Solomon grading from the love of Wine, by reaſon of 
the miſchiefs of Drunkenneſs, amongſt other miſchiefs . 
named to difſwade therefrom, mentions this as one, that 
it would incline to Fornication: Thine Eyer , ſaith he, 
Prov. 23. 33- ſhall behold ſtrange Women ; as if. he had ſaid, 
"Twill fer thee a working, and luſting after ſtrange Wo- 
men. And every days experience {o confirm this, 
that I ſpare further labour to prove it; only mentioni 

to you one Example, which I chiefly choole to ſpeak of 
becauſe it is ſonotorius : It is recorded by St. Auguſtine in 
his 33 Serm. a4 Fy. in Er. of the Son of one Cyril, a no- 
ble Citizen of Hippo, who had a Son whom he loved even 
above his Maker, not contradicting him in any Deſire, nor 
correting him for any Faule. This riotous y L 
not content ta, roar it abroad, and ſpend his Father's 
Eſtate, comes home drunk,and ( now mark and remember 
all, elpecially fondly indulgent Parents ) he villanouſly 
raviſhed his own Mother big with Child ; one of his $1- 
ſters he endeavoured to deflower, two of them he wound- 
ed that they died ; and for his Father, him he killed out- 
right. A terrible Example to all Drunkards, and enough 
ſure to wound any Heart that is not caurerized, to a ſerious 
abomination of ſo exceedingly finful a fin as Drunkennels 
is. Avoid Drunkenaeſs therefore, if you would not be 
guiley of WhoreJom ; and follow not that, as ye would 

Fornication. 

Laſtly, Flee Gluttony. Glutrony and Drunkenneſs were 
ancient Companions, and grow too much to be again ſo 
in theſe days : well might they go fo, inaſmuch as 
the one as well as the other, is an iacentive to laſcivioul- 
neſs. Feſurun waxed fi: and kicked, that is, waxed wan- 
ton upon his high teeding, Deus. 35. iy. it is a Metaphor 
. taken from fat wanton Horſes. So Fer. 5. 8. They were 
4s fed Horſes in the morning : every one meighed after his 
Neighbours, Wife. High feeding is a great Incendiary unto 
hot luſting ; it fillsthe Body with ſuperfluous Nutriment, 
Spirits, and Moiſture, which are the fuel of Luſt. Whence 
Se. Hieron. ſaith, Difficile inter Epulas ſervatur pudicitis: And 
St. Bernard, Periclitatur caſtitas in deliciis: It is a hard 
thing to feed high, and keep chaſtity, which 1s in great 
danger by the delicate? fare. For as Ericius Putecinus laith, 
Palcitur libido convitiis, nutritur deliciis ; Lnſt is fed with 
Feaſts, and nouriſhed with Dainties, In Gen. 32. 6. it Fr 

la! 
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faid of the Iſraelites, that they fare down to eat, and to drink, 
and roſe up 10 play E. to play the Wantons, to play the 
Whoremaſters, ro commit Fornication, and to at unna- 
tural Uncleanneſſes, as were uſual for Idol-worſhippers 
to commit, and aCt at, and after their Idol-feaſts. They 
did fo then, and they do not much otherwiſe now ; they 
eat, and drink, and riſe up to play, and too much of 
their Play is of this kind, even playing the Whores and 
Whoremaſters, and committing filthineſs one with ano- 
ther. And therefore if you would not be given to Luft, 
be not given to Gluttony ; avoiTxgt only the uſe of all 
ſalacious Food, and luſtful Mear, but all inordinate, ex- 
ceſſive, intermperate feeding Oh any Meat. Nunquam vide 
continentem, quem non vidi abſtinentem z He is never conti- 
nent, that hath not been abſtinent. And therefore follow 
not Gluttony, if ye would flee Fornication. And thus 
much tor my fifth Direction. 

Sixthly, Exerciſe Mortifications upon your Body, in 
order to the ſubduing of your Fleſh : This is an old, and 
approved Remedy, the ſucceſs whereof, upon trial, hath 
worthily been recommended to Poſterity. 

Uſe frequent Faſtings, not from ſome kind of Food 
only, but from all, either Meat or Drink, and thoſe of 
ſome ſtrength and continuance, and that not when we 
are unable to eat, but are defirous of Meat, like the Faſts 
we read of kept by the Saints in the Scripture, which 
were continued for ſome days, in which they did net- 
ther eat nor drink, that is, not | until Night, and that 
which they took then, was very little, and of mean qua- 
lity, a bit of Bread, courſe Bread,' and a draught of Wa- 
ter, tho' ſome, 1 ſuppoſe, did even forbear from that too, 
neither eati Bread, nor drinking Water. This is 2 
way that will bring the Body Jow enough in time, and 
humble the Fleſh, and quench Luſt. Sine Cerere & Li- 
bero friget Venus, ſo the Comeiſian obſerved, Take away 
Diet and Drink, the Fuel of Luft, and the Hear of 1t 
wHI abate, and the Fire of it goeth our. FAY VE 

But becauſe the Body cannot be maintained either 1n 
Health or Life without tome Food, and lo there is a ne- 
N of eating, = your ny and cn og. bn 
. for the quantity of it, yer ring, aud for the qualit 
of it, re and courſe ; A nr how unpleafanr, fo 8 
be not unhealchful. mans” Irirs alimenta ranquam medi- 
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caments; We muſt in this cale take Meat like Medicines, as 


St. Auguſtine (aid ; no more than needs muſt to keep us alive, 
and prelerve us in health. * Suffcit ut comeſt abilia fins non 


" concupilcibilia ; "Tis enough, that what we eat he wholſom, 


tho' it be not toothlom. Thus by often forbearances to ear 
atall, and a conſtant thin Diet, little and mean when we 
eat, we ſhall ſtarve Luſt, and ſubdue our Fleſh, and bring 
that Enemy of ours, ( like a Town pined out with a 

Siege | to our own terms. And that none may think this 
Preſcription unpradticable, this was the way of Eremiti- 
cxl Living in former whereot infinite Inſtances, be- 
fides that of Anzonixe the Inſtitutor of mas Tons of life, 
might be given , -if it would not ſwell chis part too 

And if yet the ſtubborn Rebel Luſt lift up his head, 
and make © ion, then uſe ſome ſharpne(s ro him, 
handle him with ſevericy, put him to _ cauſe him to 
tee] {mart ; either by long lyings on the ground, or by 
praying -in painful Poſtures, as on hard ſtones with bare 
Knees and extended Arms; or elle by wearing Sackcloth, 
or Hair-ſhirts upon their Fleſh, or by inflicting of heavy 
fripes on the Body with the Rod, or Whip, or the 
luke, 

This is a Courſe which St. Paul is ſaid to take with 
himſelf; and indeed fo faith he himielt in r Cor. 9. 27. 1 
keep under my body, and bring is inso ſubjection ; the Greek 
, s, I ſtrike my Bo- 


dejcant 

Text : * One for this end crumbled himſelf among Thorns ; 
» Another burned his Face and Hands: © A third ran 
ſharp prickles up his Fingers between the fleſh and the 
nails. , And it were a thouland times better | that we did 

any, tho' never (o aflicting a Courſe,' ſubdue our 
Fleſh, conquer our Luſt, and preſerve our Chaſtity, than 
that we did pamper our Bodies, yield to our Luft, and 


————— ____—_—_—_—_—————————. 


» F, Bernard. * S. Benedifiue, * $, Martinjanus. * 8. 
Fohaunes cognomenss Bonus, | | 
commuie 


k 


of Ffomication. 67 


commit Fornication, and for ſach commiſhon to be con- 
demned to lie under Satan's laſh for ever 1a Hell, to 
be torn and tormented with his fiery Whips, and 
flaming Scourges to all Erernity. Better forbear any 
thing, do any thing, fuffer any thing to avoid this fins 
than tor not avoiding it now, go to Hell hereafrer, and 
lie, and live, or rather die in Torments for 1t tor ever- 
more. And thus much for my iixth Direction. 


Seventhly, Meditate upon ſuch things as may by the 
Conſideration of them, be ape to withhold you from 
the Commithon of that fin. Want of due Conſideration 
is in many the Cauſe of this, and many other finful 
Commiſſions. To preſerve you therefore trom commut- 
ting this ſin, meditate and conlider : You msy ask, What > 

I ſhall an{wer, that there be many things to be thoughe 
* of, in order to this end, and lome of che chuiefeſt I will 
offer to your Contideration. 


Firſt, Call ro mind and conſider of the Falls of others 
that have miſcarried in this way ; as of Sampſon, and Da- 
vid, and Solomon, men famous in their Generation, tor 
Strength, Valour, Wilidom, and fee to what weakneſs of 
Body, and poorne(s of Spiric, and fooliſhneſs of Mind 
they were brought to by this fin, and be afraid of that 
which was too hard tor them ; avoid that which was the 0- 
verthrow of chem. Oprinuon et alien ui inſanid ; It 153 hhne 
thing og good by © hers hurt,to learn wiſdom from other 
mens folly, rogrow c.retul for our own ſtandings by the 
concerucion of _ mens —_ 3 us dm e =e 

ir Exam get this y their harms, ro fly 
thro which they fell - Let us look upan their falls, as (0 
many Beacons fer up upon Rocks in the Sea, as{o many 
Marks of Cautions tor us to avoid that fin which was their 
overthrow : And let us noc add to the Triumphs of fin, 
nor to the Trophies of Luit, and be made ſuch SpeZtacles 
tor others to look on aad- loath, as others have made them» 
ſelves to be to us. 


Secondly, Conſider and meditate upon the Conftency of 
ethers that have held our unconquered by this Luft, not- 
withſtanding their Tempracions to it. The moſt notable 
one that we can meation, I of Joſeph, MPErenn ih 

p en. 
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Ger. 39.7,to01:. He was rempeed to it by his Miſtreſs, 
who had lome Power to cor mand him, and many ways 
to oblige him, yet he conſented not. He was pempeed 10 tt, 
not by Looks and Glances, Hints and Intimations, ( any 
ot which were enough with too many' in thele our days, 
ro draw them to it ) but with downright words, the 
plainly and boldly fa:4to him, Lie with are ; and yet be con- 
fented not. He was tempted to it by her, not ance or twice 
only, ( for tryal of him, as might be thought |) but many 
times, 10 ſhew ſhe was in earneſt ; ſhe was often at it with 
him, tempting him, ſhe (pake to Foſeph day by day, and 
yet be confented not. He was tempted to it by her, not at 
unſeaſonable times only, while Company was at home, 
whereby they might be diſcovered and deicryed, but ata 
rime of greateſt fealonablenels and opportunty, when he 
might a& the thing with greatelt tecrecy and ſecurity, 
when he had buſineſs to do within the Houle, and there 
was none of the men of the houſe there within ; and yet be con- 
ſented not, He was tempted to is by her, pot only by 
winning Speech, but by enforcing Action ; the not only 
uſed Speech to lym, but laid hand on him, ſhe caught hum 
by his Garment, ſaying, Lie with me, and yet be conſented 
wor. Here's a noble Example of Conſtancy and Chaſtity, 
as well worthy.of our Imitation, as deferving our Admi- 
ration. Let this be ever in our Memories land Minds, 
whenever our Chaſtity is aſſaulted, and indangered b 
any ſuch Tempration. Not much unlike was that whi 
St. Hierome reports of a Son'of a King of Niqpmedia, who 
being tempted upon Flowers, and a perfumed Bed where- 
on he was tied, by an impure Curteſan with all che Arts, 
and Circumſtances of Luxury, * left the eaſt of his po- 
fture ſhould abuſe him to a yielding to her [ſempeations, 
bit of his Tongue, and ſpit it in her Face. | If tuch no- 
ble Examples as theſe be made familiar ro your mind by 
frequent Meditation on them, they will come in as Aunxt- 
liaries upon occafion, to help you toward the Victory 
over every Tempration that may be offered £9 you to com- 
mat Fornication. 


Thirdly, Conſider of, and meditate, What that abing is, 
whole Enjoyment is fo luſted after ; and how lovely fo- 
ever it appear; to the Eye, there is enough in it, if well 
co:fidered of, ro make jt loachſom to the mind, 1 will 
give 
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give you this Conlideration in the Senſe of St. Chryſoſom's 
Words: Saich he, * When thou ſeeſt a fair Woman that 
© hath a twinkling Eye, and a (ſmiling Face, a Look plea- 
« (ant, attractive and amiable, ſuch as putteth thy Hearr 
© into a heat, and ters thy Defires-all on fire, think with 
* thy ſelf, that that thing which ſo raviſheth thee, is no- 
* thing elle but Earth; and that che fire wherewith thou 
* art burned, is nothing elie bur Dung ; and then the hear 
© of thy fury will be allwaged. Unmask her of the sﬆkin 
© of her Face, and look under, or within that, and thou 
© ſhalt ſee all the vilenels of char goodly ſhew. Gaze noc 
* with the Eye of thy Body upon the our-lide of her, bur 
© pierce with the Eye of thy Mind upon that which is 
* within, and what elſe ſhale thou fee there, bur Bones, 
© Sinews, and Veins? And yet is not this enough > Remem- 
ber that Beauty changeth, groweth old, and withereth ; 
that the quickneſs of the Eycs wax dim and dead, thar 
the Cheeks grow hollow, and all that fair Flower paſſech 
away. See what that is, that, as it were, maketh a Beaſt 
of chee : It is Aſhes, Duſt, and Filth char thou art burn- 
ed with. For of this Beauty which rFou feel, what is it 
bue Snot, Spirtle, corrupt Blood, and the juyce of rotten 
"Nouriſhment > What cometh there elie out of the Ears, 
Eyes, Noſe or Mouth? And if theſe Vacuations, and or- 
dinary Defluxions of Excrements ſhall ceaſe, and the Breaſt, 
Liver, and Brain ceaſe to be purged that way, all this 
goodly ſhew declineth, and goes to decay ; the Skin fhri- 
vels, and the Eyes fink down into the Head. Whereupon 
if thou conſider what is in the bottom of theſe goodly 
Eyes, what is within that fair and ftraig'ht Nofe, what 
within the Mouth, and under the Cheeks, thou wile con- 
fels, that this 10 amiable a Body is nothing elfe but a 
whited Sepulchre, wherein all is full of filthineſs, and 
of rottenneſs, and of fink. He therefore that is fo raken 
with the outward Beauty, that upon fight of a fair Wo- 
man, he becomes fond, and is 1:ke a Body withour a Soul, 
would he but conſider that which {o tranſporteth him, he 
would "tind the foulneſs of it to be ſuch indeed, as he 
would noe endure another ſhould name to him in 
Many, as fair as ſhe, whea once dead, within a few hours 
ſtink, and rot, and are the Faod of Lice and Worms. 
Therefore bethink wich thy (elf a while, when thou art 
under Temptation to Uncleannels, what a buſinels that 
E £ Beauty 


70 A Treatiſe 


Beauty is, which thou ſo doateſt upon, and the conſidera. 
tion thereof, will very much allay thy heat, and cool thy 
deſire, and even daſhthee out of Countenance, For there 
is nothing certainly that fo much maſtereth the defire of 
the Fleſh, as to think what. that which one loveth, is, after 
once it be dead: And the Experience hereof, |we have in 
that Hermit, who underſtanding that a Woman, whom he 
was too too much enamoured ofhi, was dead, went by 
night to her Grave, and having opened it, with the la 
his Nantle wiped away ſome of the filth of the 
Corps, being half rotten, and when afterwards he found 
himlelf pricked with any unlawful defires, he [laid abroad 
his foul and ſtinking Mantle, he ſaid thus to himſelf ; Go 
to now, fee what it i« that thou doft defire, and tahe thy 
of it, By which means his Heart was cooled, his 
amped, and his Lult quenched. And no doube but this 
Confideration will ve found again ( what it hath proved 
heretofore ) to thoſe that ſhall make trial of it, very tig- 
nificant towards the enabling any ſo conhidering Perſan 
to keep the Apoſtolical Precepr, and to flee Fornica- 


tron. 


Fourthly, Confider that you cannot aCt this fin, but there 


will be Ey-r upon you. 

1. The Eyje of God is npon you : The Eye! of the All. 
ſceing and Almighty, the Eye of the moſt holy, and moſt 
juſt God is eyer upon you; and if you ſhall commit For- 
nication at any time, you cannot commit it! any where, 
but in his Preſence. Should you aſcend up into Heaven, 
he is there ; ould you/make your Bed in Hell, behold, 
he is there ; ſhould you take the wings of the Ing, 
and flee to the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, even there wi 
his Eye be upon you to behold you ; ſhould you ſay, ſure. 
ly the darkneſs ſhall cover us, even the night |ſhall be lighe 
about you. Tet, the darkneſs bideth not from (God, but the 
Night ſhineth as the Day, rhe darkneſs and light are both 
alike to him, ( as it 1s ſaid, Pſal. 139. 8, 9. 19,11, t2. The 
Eyes of the Lord are in cory place, as Solomon tells us, Prov. 
-S bebolding the evil and the good ; no polhbility of 
eſcaping his ſight, if yeÞſhould wom_: the committing of 
any fach fat. And who that hath ſeriouſly confidered of 


in the 


this, could ever have the confidence es do any ſuch thing? 
Would h+ not be afraid to act ſuch flhinel be 
our | | - 
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of that great God that is mighty and terrible? to uncover 
the nakedneſs of his Body in the preſence of that holy 
God, in whoſe preſence the Seraphims cover their Faces ? 
yarn __ Rt ny 

n a Fury, or in 2 Frolick, or for ſome politi - 

, ſuch a like thing as this ma be atten ht pew 
of a man ; as it once happend in Alexandria, where 
a Terlaquin tranſported with beaſtly fury, ran at a Woman 
as ſhe came out of the Stove, laid hold of her, threw 
her-on the ground, and notwithſtanding all the reſiſtance 
ſhe made, had carnal knowledge of her in the preſence 
of many $ s. And fo we read in 2 Sam. 16. 22. 
how to make the breach irreparable berween Abſo/om and 
his Father David ; Abſolom (| 4 tem the ap 
Houſe, and went in unto bis Father's Concubines im 1be fight 
all Iſrael. The like Wickedneſs hath been faid in theſe 
ys of impudent finning to have been committed in the 
light of the Day, and in the fight of men, and upon 
the top of an houſe, even in England, that no or 
Place might ourdo the preſent for abominable Wi , 
EE EEESS. = awed 
er y in men that have not utteriy 
the common Notices of God, which Nature's hand hath 
written in the Heart of man, ſecrecy for time, and for 
place, is ſought out for the ating of this fin, and the 
care imaginable is taken, that no Eye may fee 
that no Ear may hear, thatno Perſon may know : Ir will 
not be ated in the view, even of thoſe Pimps and Priva- 
doe's, who are the moſt inftrumental to bring the Actors 
of it together. 

Now turely, if the Eye of man be not to be endured 
in the commiſſion of this fin, much leſs ſhould any be able 
to endure the Eye of God upon him whilſt he commirs 
this fin. To think then that it is im le toatt it in 
any place, but where the Eye of muſt look full and 
»A; upon you, whilſt you are in the AG, muſt needs 
be an amazing, and a terrifying Conkderation, enough ta 
ſtop and hinder you from the doing of any fo 
ble thing, and which God ſo hares. 

Aad indeed the experience of this Conſideration's effe- 
Cualneſs, 1 have heard made by one, who being wearied 
with the Sollicitations of a tempcing Dalilab, at laſt con- 
leated to the Act, provided it > ——_ 
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they might not be ſeen. Whereupon being brought into 
one po he alledged they might be ſeen from this place, 
and in another, that they might be ſeen in that place; 
and ſtill found ſome exception _= that account z 

at laſt being br into luch a where could be no 
reaſon-for luch Plea, yet he al that it was nat -o 
ſecrer, bur that rhe Eye of God would be npon 
even there, and that unleſs his Eve too, as well as all 
others, could be ſhut out, he durſt not do it ; by which 
means he preſerved his Integrity from violation. . So ef- 
feftual is this Conſideration towards the preventing of the 
Commiſkon of this ſin. 

And therefore St. Ambroſe was pleaſed himſelf to take 
notice of it: Putas te {alum ofſe cum fornicaris , C5 non ve-. 
cordins, quis coculi Dowini wident orbem terrarum? Do you 
think you are alone, a!l in Jecret,, when you axe commit- 
ting Forgication ? And do you not call to mind, and -re- 
member, that the Eves of the Lord have this World, and 
all tte things contained therein, , within the view -and 
proſpect of - thera 5 Which is, as it, he had ſaid, to.re- 
member, and conſider that the Eye of God wilt be upon 
you 19, the cammilſion, is enough to. perlwade you to fly 
Formication. O, remember therefore, if ever you be un: 
der Temptation to this fin, that ye cannot do it| but inthe 
ſight of God ; and that Thought will; no doubt, be mighei- 
ly Jropanng with you to forbear fo fatul an|Act ; you 
will not date to do ſuch filthineſs in the fight! of his di- 
vine Purity ; you will not be ſo impudent_ as/to put. fo 
high an Afﬀront upon his ſacred Majelty, as to att Whore- 
dom in his preſence. 

2, Beſide the Eye of God upon you, who 15 to be your 
Judge, you have alſo the - of $:tan with you, who 
does mean to be your Accuſer. The Devil 1s Pump Pa- 
ramount to the World, not a piece of filthineſs is com- 
mitted, not-an a(t of Fornication done 1n it, but he 1s as 
one At. it by his Enticemenes and Pimperies helping to ir. 
T:/e erit Of miniſtrat fonexga (wxuria ; He fins and fur- 
niſhes with fuel for Luſt... And as he knows all ye do 
now, ſo he will tell al! ye have done hereafter , both 
where, and when, and with whom, and how oft ye have 
committed that fin. Ay therefore you would not have him 
accule, you of jt hereafter, ſo dread to commit it in his 
preſence here. As he now tempes you to it, ſo he wil 
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be with you at the doing of it, and afterwards accuſe 
you for it. 

. Even the Angels of God, who loath to behold you 
in it, yet do, and will take fo much notice of you art it, 
as that they will be Witnefles againſt you, when you ſhall 
come to be judged for it : They will with Grief and Dete- 
ſtation declare, how that, whereas they were depured to 
guard you from Temptation, you refuſed to hearken to 
their Perſwadings of you to the contrary ; and by the na- 
ſtineſs and filthineſs of your Converſation, drave them 
co forlake their Station, and relinquiſh their Charge, and 
leave you to your ſelves, to be made # Slave to Satan and 

and to commit Fornication. 
4- Beſides the Eyes of all without you, there is the. Eye 


of your Conſcience within you, which will alſo be one day 
thouſand Witneſſes againſt you. The Apprebenc of: 
which, were there nothing elſe, were enough to deterr 
from”ſo foul a fat. Your own Conſcience, withour other 
Accuſer, Witneſs, or Judge, will accuſe, convict, and con- 
dema you: Nay more, it will not only be Accufer, Wit- 
nefs, and Judge, but Executioner too. O, how it will 
laſh and ſcourge you both now and hereafter ! the gripi 

of it for preſent, are very terrible, but the gnawings of 
it for future, will be intollerable. It makes a Hell of your 
Heart here, and will be another Hell to your Heart in 
the midſt of Hell hereafter ; for there the Worm doth no 
more die, than the Fire is quenched. This the purblind 
Heathens were (enfible of, and repreſented under the My. * 
thological Fiftions of the Livers of Titizzs and Prome- 
thexs , continually gnawed upon, and eaten np, yet with- 
out conſumption there, by an Eagle and Vultur. Sce- 
lerati, conſcienti4 obſtrepente, condormire non p:ſſunt, agitane 
exr furie, faith Philotar in Cungine ; Wicked Men cannot 
ſleep in quiet for their Conkcience, which haunts and rer- 
rifies them like Furies. In confideration whereof, doubr- 
leſs it ws that Pyrhagoras gave that good and wile Coun- 
ſel of his, 
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That no man ſhould commit any filcthineſs either with 
another, or alone by himſelf ; and that above all _ 
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he ſhould ftand in awe of himſelf; that is, dread and fear 
his own Conſcience, which will be privy to/ all you do, 
dv Tus 4" dons, ( as Tſocrates obierves ) how privately 
ſoever you at your Wickedneſs, and cutiof che Eye 
and Know of others, No more running away from 
Conſcience, than from God, whichlindeed with Menander, 
in Senſe puley Ode, kind of ES 
iceroy , as it were, y him in, 
and oyer men, to ſee UT correct and condemn 
men for their Vices and Wickedneſs. Having then Eyes, 
ſuch, and ſo many, as well wichin you, as without you, 
all upon you in every att of filthineſs you commur, 
can you, if you bur take it into any z0n, be 
able to do a thing of fo much loachſomnels/in the 
and preſence, in the view ant! beholdiag of ſo many, and 
hoſt __ Think but of this, and think of it well, 
and by the of ir, withthe Concurrence of God's 
Grace, you will be able to overcome all Temprations to 
Luft, and to flee Fornication. 


Fiftbly, Conhider of, and medicate upon what is behind, 
Let the Jeſt Things come into. your Thoughts, when you 
are under any Temptation to & and eſpecially to the fin 
of Uncleanne(s of any fort; and the rhoughre of them 
will be mightily conducing towards your preſervation 
from that, or any other fin. | What are they ? Why, they 
are four, Death, Fadgment, Heaven, and Hell; and the 
ſerious Thought of any one of theſe, is enough to give a 
ſtop to the Courſe of any Sinnet ia the height of thus 
moſt eager Purſuit and Career to fin. : 

Fornicator, Adulterer, unclean perſon of any tort , 
Death is behind. Thou cauſt not live for ever here, thou 
muſt die ; and die thou mayſt thou knoweſt not how ſoon, 
even in the very a& of thy Ulcleennef thou mayſt expire, 
and be cut off; and, O how diſmal would thy Condition 
be, if that ſhould befall thee ! What can befall a man more 
woful and dreadful, than to be catcht, and cut off by 
Death in the very A of ſin? And yet how mahy have been 
ſo lurprized, and ſeized upon, taken and carried away by 
Death! And what hath befaln any, may juſtly be feared 
by all. Remember thy end therefore, and be afraid of 
ſuch an end as this, to be cut off at once both for fin, 
and in fin; and this will much conduce © 4 —_ 
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thee ' fearful ro commit this, or any other fin. 
But, ſecondly, not Death only, but Fudgment allo is be- 
hind. Thou Adulrerer, Fornicator, unclean Perſon, thou 
muſt not only die, bur be judged too for thy filrthineſs 
and uncleannels afrer Death : For Whoemongers and Adul- 
terers God will judge, Heb. 13. 4. Death will not 6 hit 
thee as to make an end of thee ; 1 will bur ſeize on thee 
like a Serjeant, and impriſon thee until che general Goal- 
delivery at the end of the World, and then it will bri 


preſent thee to be judged by the great God, and righte- 
ous J ftoefery nb PR 
= ho would not tremble and be amazed to think of 


chat he ſhould be brought forth, and made appear in 


ſtances of his filthineſs > O, think 
dition you may be broughe into 
not ly be affured, bur that in thar Condition you thall 
be _— men 6 22G -Ae rumi- 
nated upon, ma * to ailing 
pence] nfo. cy my 
Yet, thirdly, there's Heauen bebind. And, Oh, what 
have I ſaid, when 1 faid Heaven! Why, I faid a Place, 
and 2 State of Pleaſure, Joy, Glory, and Happinets be. 
yond all that the World hath, or ever had, or was {o 
much as ſaid, or thought, fancied, or imagined by any 
man in it: Asit is written in 1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye bath nes ſeen, 
nor Exr beard, neither hath it enzred into the Heart of man, 
the ghings which God bath prepared for them that tove him. - 
The Poets Elyſian Fields, the Garden of Alvadine, the Pa- 
radile of Mahomer, are, yea, the Eden of God in this 
World was nothing to it. The ſumm of iris full enjoy- 
ment of higheſt Blefſednefs, without interruption or a- 
batement, to all Ecerniry. But who is this for > Why, 
for the Godly, and amongſt them, for thoſe that poſle(s 
their Veſſe! unto Sandtifhcation, and in Honour, that defile 
pot themſelves with Women : For neither Fornicatorr, nor 
Adulterers, nor 1dolaters, nor effeminate Perſons, nor Abuſers 
of themſelves with Mankind, ſbalt inherit the Kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 6: 9, 109. And therefore think of this, when 
at 
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at any time you are tem to Uncleannefſs, and fa 
Shall T, for the love of mm loſe my Heaven ? lol 
my Happineſs? Can the pleaſure of all the Beauties in the 
World ( had I the Enjoyment of them all )| countervail 
the loſs of Heaven? Is not one days fruition of Heavens 
qr» beyond a Year, yea, a life ſpear it bruitiſh Pleaſures? 
e would but remember, -> your ſelves men, 
and adt according to right reaſon, you would conclude 
Heaven too good to be torfeited upon {© filly a Confide- 
ration as the Plealure which Bruits __ qne with another ; 
and {o would by that Conſideration, be mightily forti- 
the Temptations, which you may be aſſault- 
ed with to uncleann+{s, and much enabled toabſtain from 
all the fins of the fleſh, and to flee Fornication. 
Laſtly, There is Mel behind. O, what is'that ! Why, 
a Place and Scate of perfe& Miſery, where is an utter de- 
privacies of all Comfort, and an exquiſite inflition of 
wcereſt Torment ; where is weeping, and wailing, and 
gnaſlung of Teeth ; where the Worm dieth hor, and the 
Fire 15 not quenched ; where the damnedare implunged in- 
to a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone that burneth to Erernity, 
for ever Living in the Extremities of the moſt dolorous 
and tormenting Pains. And who are to be turned into 
this > Why, Wicked, and amo the reſt, Formca- 
tors, Adulcerers, and ſuch like rs of the Image of 
God, and Members of Chriſt, and Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, There in that Lake that burns with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, is their part ſet out to be. ( Rev. 21. 7. ) And this 
ſhall! they have at Gods hand for their Wickednefs, that 
they ſhall lie down in Sorrow, and burn in the Sparks of 
theur own kindling for evermore. Now certainly if thus 
were well thought of, and confidered by any man that 
were under Temptation to uncleanneſs, he would never be 
ſo far overcome with the Luft, ſo as to commit the fin. 
What > ſhall 1 go to Hell for a Whore? Haye I a mind 
to be damned for a Doxie? Shall 1 plunge my elf into 
Fire and Brimſtone, there to lie and burn, and roar to a: 
Eternity, for the little, ſhort, naſty Pleaſure, which 1s 
had in the Embraces of a Strumpet > Thus, thus ar any 
time when you come under the Temptations of Luſt, call 
to mind, and meditate a while upon this, and'all the other 
three laſt things, Death, and Fudgmenr, and Heaven, and 
You will (-by Gods Grace ) be ſo wrought on un yo Me- 
4 tation 
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ditation and Conſideration, that you will both fly the 
Adts, and deteſt the Thought of any fuch thing, and ab« 
ſtain from all appearance of that evil. 


Sixthly, Conſider and meditate upon the Purity, Paſſion, 
and Leve of Chriſt: There is Argument in all co periwade 
to Continency and Chalbity, 

It was a life of Purity that Chriſt led ; there was not the 
leaſt Unchaſtity either aCted, [yilabled, or imagined, done, 
faid, or thought by hum. Aad his Life is that great Ex- 
emplar which we are to copy our in our Converſation. He 
that ſaith be abideth in bim, ought him(elf ro walk as be 
walked, When therefore you are at any time under Tem- 
pration to this fin, thus lay with, and to your felves, And 
1s thus to be Partaker of Chriſt's Holinels? Is this to be 
conformable to Chriſt's Purity + Did he ever any thing of, 
or ike to thus kind of acting ? Was he either a Deflowerer 
of Maids, or a Corrupter of Wives? an Actor of, or a 
Tempter to Uncleannels* Where read ye any thing of 
his gallanting it to Ladies? or ſo much as amorous court- 
:ng, or be-complementing of Women > To think then how 
uniuiable fuch afting is unto the Converſation of Chriſt, 
and how dilagreeing with his Purity all manner of filthi- 
nels 1s, may be one good Conſideration to reſtrain us from 
all Impuricy, and to periwade to retain our Chaſtity. 

In, Bitter was the Paſſion chat Chriſt tuffered ; 
and Scorns, Scaves ar1d Whips, Nails and Thorns ; 
in one word, the Croſs ; the ignenunious, cruel, and ac- 
curſed Death on that, he endured. But what was all this 
tor> Why to redeem us from the guile of fin, that we 
might not be damned atter our Repentance, tor what had 
paſſed before our repenting ; and not that only, but to re- 
deem us alſo from the filth of fin, that being made whole 
by his Stripes, we ſhould ſin no more. So the Apoſtle 
expreſly, He gave bimſelf for xs, that be might redeem us 
from ell Iniquity, and purifie uno bimſelf a peculiar People 
gea/our of good Works, Tit. 3. 14. And now did Chrilt 
luffter for all, and to for tins knof ours, and ſhall we 
again do that that heſuffered tcr ? Shall we bring uron 
our ſelves that Guile and F:lch which he ſked his precious 
Blood to cleanſe us from > How ſhall! we not only reucer 
his Paſon fruitleſs, and in vain, as to any good to cur 
ſelves by it, but alto ihew our {elves molt unwerthy, 2d 
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ingrateſul towards him in crucifying hun afreſh, and pur- 
ring him dver again unto ah open , and trampling 
his Blood even under our Feet, as an infign: thing; 
When therefore we are under any Temptation to this fin, 
to think a while calmly and cooly with our felves,:f we can 
gbt bur fo much time rorhink thus ; This that I am a goi 
to act, $ that which brought Jeſus to his Death har Lures 
God wos fo much angred with, that he was no way to 
be appealed for it, but by the Death of his Son : This is 
that that Jeſus died co redeem me from, that I might noe 
a&t ir, bur preſerving my Veſſel in Sandtification and Ho- 
nour, and ſhall 1 be Þ wicked, and ſo unworthy, as 
noewithſtanding all this, to aft it> Thus to meditate on 
his Paſſion, might be a means fo to crucihe our Luſt, mor- 
rifie our Fleſh, and ſubdue obr Paſhons, that we ſhould 
remain+in our Integrity, and perſevere in our Chaſtiry, 
abhor, and flee from Fornication. 

Laſtly, Infinite was the Love of Chriſt ooghe 
him, being fo pure in Life, to o ſuch a 
at his Death ; and to undergo it nor for any Offence of 
his own, but all for love of us, to fave us from our fins, 
to redeem us from our Iniquities, to deliver us fromthe 
Guilt of them in our Juſtipcation, and to deliver us from 
the filth of them in our Sanf#rfication ; and foro make us 
Members of himſelf, to joyn us to his own Body, rhat be- 
ing Partakers of his Holineſs here, we might be Parta- 
kers of his Happine\s hereafter. Has he had, has he ſhew- 
ed fuch Love to us? and ſha!l we then af that which is 
fo hateful to him > Cannot all the Love that he hath 
thewn us, engage 2s to abſtain from that which he fo 
much abhors > Shall we violate the Temple of his Spirit? 
Shall we rake che members of Chriſt, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
ant make them the members of an Hearlor ? Shall we pre- 
fer the eniovment of a Luſt before Communion with 
Chriſt 7 and love a Whore better than Jeſus ?' better than 
feins that lo loved us, as not to love himſelf even to the 
Dear; for as, but give his Lite for us > God forbid. If 
w- thus wonld ——— on the Love of Chriſt, when 
we are under Temptatlon to uncleagneſs, the Love of 
C lirift would damp and dead a!l other Love, ſubdue, and 
Cr ucite, and kill all carnal Luſt. We ſhould never be 
al!e co love ary thing in comperition with him, much leſs 
lu't atter any thing un Contradiction 29 himy and oe 
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ſain from all uncleannefs, dereſt and flee Fornicacion. And 
thus much for my ſeventh Direction. 

' There is but one thing more that 1 know of, requilite 
to give you for a Direction, and that is Prayer. Prayer! 
O, what will not that do! It hath a kind of Omnipo+ 
tency in it; it can do any thing, even with God himſelf ; 
he cannot, becauſe he will not refiſt it. Fervent and effe- 
ual Prayer, O, it availeth much | as St. Fames tells us, 
C.5. v.16. To this means therefore betake your ſelves for 
Preſervation of your Chaſtity, and for Protection againſt 
Temptation to Incontinency. 'Tis our Saviou'rs own Di- 
recton, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation, 
Mat. 26. 11. Nothing ſo forcible for the overcoming 
of this Tempration, as Prayer. Surely never was any 
man foiled with it, that uſed rhis Weapon againſt 
it, and did not firſt forſake his Weapon , and give 
over his Defence. Whatever therefore elſe ye do, be 
fure to berake your ſelf ro Prayer. Prayer will in- 
tereſt, and concern God himſelf in your Preſervation, 
and engage his Omaipotency in your rel. Ir 
will obtain Grace to ſubdue Luſt , to with- 
ſtand Satan, Conſtancy ro continue chaſte, and in 
one word, conqueſt in, and over every Temptation. 
To this weapon therefore betake your felves, and 
doubt not of Succeſs in every Encounter. He was ne- 
ver finally overcome by Lult, who continued praying 
lincerely. 


And now I have given you my Directions to pre- 
ſerve you from falling into the $1n of Fornication, |! 
muſt now leave the- Readers to the Tryal of them. 
and my Prayer is, That God would fo bring theſe Di- 
rections into your Minds, and ſo incline your Hearts 
to the uhag of them, and ſo bleſs your Endeavours 
in their Ute , that they prove as ſo many powerful 
Anridotes againſt Luſt , ſtrong Remedies againſt Un- 
Cleanneſs, and effeCtual Preſeryatives againſt Fornica 
tion. So ſhall God have Glory, fo fthall*' you have 
Profit, and I ſhall have the End I propcupded to my 
leff in this Dilcourte. 

% 
\ Acd 
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And all this, and much more the Lord be pleaſed * 
to do- for you and me, and all for the Son of this 
Love's ſake , our ever blefſed Lord, and only Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt , to whom with the Father and the Holy 


Ghoſt, be all Honour, Glory, and Power, aſcribed now 
and for evermore. Amen. 


